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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate the historical facts found in the novel The
Tattooist of Auschwitz and compared them to the real Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945. This
was completed with the usage of qualitative research and the implementation of two different
instruments required to accomplish the research objectives. Moreover, such instruments are
comparative charts used for organization and simplification of the information that was
researched and compared to the novel. The first instrument was divided into four columns, such
columns contain the historical fact, the quote or situation from the novel, a historian’s opinion,
and the researcher’s opinion. The second instrument was a literary analysis chart of the Themes,
Motifs, and Symbols that were identified while reading the novel; moreover, for easier
comprehension, this second instrument required to be divided into three different comparative
charts, each instrument containing its respective individual information describing its own

Theme, Motif, and Symbol found in the novel.

In conclusion, the researcher successfully and accurately carried out the investigation
method by applying the previous instruments as these helped the researcher to accomplish the

goal of the research project.



Resumen

El proposito de esta investigacion fue examinar los hechos histéricos encontrados en la
novela "El tatuador de Auschwitz" en comparacion con los eventos reales del Holocausto desde
1933 hasta 1945. Esto se llevo a cabo mediante el uso de investigacion cualitativa y la
implementacion de dos instrumentos diferentes necesarios para lograr los objetivos de la
investigacion. Ademas, dichos instrumentos son cuadros comparativos utilizados para organizar y
simplificar la informacion que se investigé y comparé con la novela. El primer instrumento se
dividio en cuatro columnas; estas columnas contienen el hecho historico, la cita o situacion de la
novela, la opinidn de un historiador y la opinién del investigador. EI segundo instrumento fue un
cuadro de analisis literario de los Themes, Motifs, Symbols identificados durante la lectura de la
novela; sin embargo, para su mejor comprension, este segundo instrumento necesité dividirse en
tres cuadros comparativos diferentes, cada uno conteniendo su informacion individual respectiva

que describe su propio Theme, Motif, y Symbol encontrados en la novela.

En conclusion, el investigador llevo a cabo con éxito y precision el método de
investigacion aplicando los instrumentos anteriores, ya que estos ayudaron al investigador a

lograr el objetivo del proyecto de investigacion.
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Chapter |
Introductory Framework

The Holocaust was one of the most devastating and catastrophic events in human history,
in which millions of innocent lives were lost. It was an organized and hateful persecution and
genocide of Jews and other minority groups by Nazi Germany and its accomplices during World
War Il. This investigation aims to provide an overview of the historical facts of the Holocaust,
including its origins. These events led to its escalation, and the methods of persecution and
extermination presented in the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz make a comparative chart. The
researcher of this project will follow a historical approach to show historical references to events

in World War 11 in the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz.

1.1 Problem Statement

Xenophobia is the fear and hate of strangers or foreign people and played an important
role in the Holocaust. The Nazi regime under Adolf Hitler encouraged a very xenophobic set of
beliefs that focused on Jews, Romani people, homosexuals, disabled individuals, and others
considered "undesirable" according to the Nazis. Hitler and his supporters believed in the
superiority of the "Aryan" race and hunted those they believed inferior to them. This xenophobic
belief led to the organized harassment and extermination of millions during the Holocaust. Jews,
in particular, were the main target and also exposed to limiting laws, forced labor, ghettos, and
finally, genocide in concentration and extermination camps. The xenophobia of the Nazis was
also extended to other countries and individuals, with the invasion and occupation of several
European countries and the cruel treatment of prisoners of war. In general, the xenophobia of the

Nazi regime played a significant role in the Holocaust and the loss of millions of lives.
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Accurate historical facts are vital for research because they form the foundation for
understanding the past. Historical research intends to reveal and analyze events, people, and
historical changes that took place in the past. Through the investigation of primary and secondary
sources, historians collect information to develop their arguments and theories. With truthful
facts, researchers can reconstruct the past accurately, and their work could become distorted.
Erroneous historical data may result in misleading interpretations, leading to mistaken
conclusions and misinterpretations of historical events. Moreover, accuracy in historical research
is critical to ensure that historical records are not used to be the foundation of present-day
policies and practices; therefore, researchers must take the time to validate the sources and the
facts they use to prove their assumptions and conclusions right or wrong. Consequently,
historians can contribute to a more precise and meticulous understanding of the past, which is

essential for a better future.

Considering the information above, the research aims to clarify and validate the historical
facts of the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz. Whether these facts are real is still being
determined because this literary work is a novel, not a chronicle. As a result, this could affect the
point of view and perceptions of the readers who use the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz to
educate themselves more on the events that occurred during the Holocaust. This situation affects
readers using this book to increase their knowledge of historical events. These history enthusiasts
are starting their learning process by acquiring the book in places where the novel is sold or
available. In addition, high school teachers and university professors use this book as a class
resource through virtual or face-to-face classes in high schools and universities. Additionally,

university students such as language majors who analyze this book for literature courses and



16

history majors who want to use this book for assignments. In addition, psychology majors would

use this book to analyze its characters and their behaviors during the Holocaust.

If the problem were not solved as quickly as possible, historical facts in the novel would
not be considered relevant compared to reality. It is crucial to have valid and trustworthy
information. Otherwise, everyone would have different points of view; people could come up
with different versions of the true history of the Holocaust, and everybody would be led to
misinformation. Ultimately, by fixing the problem, the Holocaust facts seen in the novel The
Tattooist of Auschwitz would be successfully compared to the reality that people lived during
these events, so the public mentioned above can have exact and trustful information; therefore,
the previously mentioned audience would enjoy the novel knowing that its facts were confirmed
accordingly, having reliable information is important because it does not leave any room for
misunderstandings. Thus, the investigation question of the present research paper is what are the
historical facts found in the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz compared to the real Holocaust

events from 1933 to 19457

1.2 Objectives of the Investigation

1.2.1 General Objective

To analyze the historical facts in the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris

and compare them to the ones that took place during the Holocaust
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1.2.2 Specific Objectives

e To compare the historical facts that were found in the novel to the real
Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945

e To investigate the events that occurred in the Holocaust from 1933 to 1945

e To evaluate the final outcomes that were found in the novel with their

corresponding historical references in a comparative chart

1.3 Justification of the Study

Approximately six million Jews and other million individuals died due to the atrocities and
inhuman conditions suffered throughout the Holocaust. The documented horrors go beyond any
level of comprehension since they were a direct violation of human rights. Hitler was the
principal cause of the Holocaust, allowing his followers and collaborators to commit unspeakable
crimes against Jews, Romani people, homosexuals, disabled individuals, and many others. Even
though these perpetrators were brought to justice, nowadays, it is still important to keep the
survivors' legacy alive since the survivors of the Holocaust are examples of resilience, strength,
courage, and determination. Hence, their stories deserve accuracy to ensure people know exactly

what happened.

The stories of the Holocaust survivors are a powerful tool to inform the world about the
atrocities that happened during this time. By learning about these testimonies, readers will get a
deeper understanding of the heartless circumstances they lived, the brutality they endured, and
the massive extermination of Jews, Romani people, homosexuals, and any other individual that
the Germans considered "inferior or undesirable™; their life story provides the reader an

understanding of the past. It is also important to consider that, despite enduring unspeakable
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atrocities, many survivors showed outstanding resilience, bravery, and determination to build
their lives from scratch when they were rescued, highlighting the power of hope, persistence, and

desire to live.

This investigation is useful because it would allow people to know the truth about the facts
within the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz compared to the reality that the Holocaust survivors
suffered. Moreover, it would function as a tool to develop further awareness about the historical
facts that took place in the Holocaust by comparing similarities and differences between what
Heather Morris wrote and the facts that happened using a comparative chart in which both sides
can be easily compared, thus providing clarification and confirmation of the historical facts.
Furthermore, this investigation is relevant because readers, history enthusiasts, high school
teachers, university professors, and majors in language, history, and psychology would benefit
from this investigation so they could have trustful information to share and enhance their
knowledge about the events and survivors of the Holocaust, as this investigation will be available

for them to verify the historical facts, in a way that is both efficient and visually appealing.

The practical application of this research will revise and extend existing knowledge by
investigating, confirming, and reaffirming the historical facts that are found in the novel The
Tattooist of Auschwitz through a historical approach analysis that will help the previously
mentioned audience to determine the veracity of the information, which in turn, will facilitate
their investigations, lessons, and reading time, having a theoretical significance to be used as a

reference and antecedent for future investigations.

1.4 Antecedents
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The first antecedent reviewed was the book The Holocaust: An Unfinished History by Dan
Stone. This book was published in 2022, and it points out that the Holocaust is a horrible history
that remains "unfinished" because many still have assumptions about the events that occurred
during this time. Stone argues that, according to recent scholarly studies, the behavior of the
Germans at this time was reactive, and their decision-making process was determined by reacting
and acting upon military events and circumstances. The book also includes information about
rivalries between Nazi factions, as well as how persecutions intensified after the Nazis saw that
the public did not present any objections neither to the Kristallnacht pogrom that happened in
1938 after a Jewish boy killed a German diplomatic official nor to the T4 Euthanasia program,
which predated the events of the Holocaust for two years, and had the objective of killing
newborns and children under the age of 3 that presented any mental or physical disability; later
this extended to teens up to 17 years of age, and adults in both Germany and its annexed
countries. He also emphasizes that the Nazi ideology was understood as a conspiracy theory, and

it was behind every thought and action they conducted.

The book also emphasizes the various forms of Nazi brutality the prisoners endured. It
refers to the Holocaust as an industrial genocide, with everything being a well-thought plan,
compared to the efficiency of a factory line that carried out the killings of the Jews and other
minorities. Moreover, the book documented that prisoners were also shot in the face-to-face
killings, which the author compares to colonial massacres on a larger scale; it also documents that

other Jews were starved to death in ghettos.

The book digs deeply into the end of the war and liberations, stating that many prisoners

were too ill to be helped, and others were in shock after enduring such traumatizing events.
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The stories of the surviving prisoners became official narratives claiming heroism,
resistance, and patriotism; however, survivors felt rejected by Europe and, according to these
survivors, home did not exist anymore after the Holocaust. The book points out accomplices
willing to collaborate with this tragedy as they were motivated by greed, nationalism, and the
mere joy of committing disturbing atrocities on any inferior individual. In conclusion, this is a
compelling historical compilation in which Dan Stone points out significant facts that allow us to

understand the Holocaust more deeply.

The second antecedent reviewed was The Dressmakers of Auschwitz: The True Story of
the Women Who Sewed to Survive by British historian Lucy Adlington. It compiles not only
accurate historical facts about the Holocaust as well as the persecution of Jews and other targeted
populations and, ultimately, the end of the Holocaust. It also narrates the encouraging stories of
25 mostly Jewish women who survived the Holocaust by sewing and creating haute couture

designs for the wives of SS personnel and other female SS workers.

It all started as an idea of Hedwig Hdss, the wife of Rudolf Hoss, an Auschwitz
commander since it was a habit of people in high positions like her to use all the resources the SS
confiscated from the Jews and other targeted peoples for their benefit; her level of entitlement
made her request prisoners that could sew and design to create a fashion workshop where these
women created dresses and other pieces of clothing for her and the other wives of SS high-
ranking commanders and officials. Lucy Adlington's fascination started when she learned that a
fashion workshop functioned in Auschwitz-Birkenau. She started investigating and used the
research of Dr. Lore Weinberg Shelley, a survivor from Auschwitz who was also a psychologist.
Her research guided Adlington's research, which she also looked for and interviewed the still-

alive dressmakers.
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The book narrates how the wives of high-ranking commanders, as well as all the other SS
personnel, used the resources in Kanada, which was, according to the book, a warehouse complex
in which prisoners would classify and store all the belongings that arriving Jews and targeted
individuals would bring with them. The amount of resources was so large that they named these
warehouses Kanada, representing a land of abundance. According to Hedwig Hoss's orders, the
dressmakers would use the abundant Kanada resources. They would work in shifts from 10 to 12
hours at a time to fill their quotas, which, according to the book, were two dresses per week each;
if they did not accomplish the quota, they would be sent to live with the rest of the prisoners that
were in less favorable conditions. The demand was so high that there was a six-month waiting
list. Of course, local clients, as well as Hedwig herself, had priority. The designs would be

distributed and sent to several other locations.

An important aspect that this book documents quite accurately is the feeling of sorority
that kept these women relatively safe during the Holocaust; as an act of defiance, some
dressmakers would gather at night to interchange knowledge: They learned about art, languages
such as French, German, and Russian and some even elaborated religious material, by doing this,
many of them realized that their minds could not be imprisoned as much as their bodies were. In
addition to narrating how the fashion workshop worked, the book documents how the
dressmakers were gathered and ultimately deported to the camp; it also narrates how they used
their privileges to help the resistance that took place inside the camp. In one occasion, the SS
allowed them to write to their families, an opportunity they used to communicate in code, which
would allow their families to know what was happening inside the camps. The codes were useful

because the SS would not allow compromising messages to reach Jews outside the camps.
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Moreover, the book documents the process of leaving Auschwitz named the Death March,
which was the evacuation process the SS conducted, in which the dressmakers were moved to
another location where they would ultimately be freed. It also documents their journey back to
their homes and the challenges they faced since being survivors was stigmatized by the
population. The book ends on a happier note by reporting how the lives of several dressmakers

were after the Holocaust, their marriages, careers, and how they dealt with the suffered trauma.

The third antecedent corresponds to the book The Holocaust: A New History by Laurence
Rees. Laurence Rees is a former director of the BBC history programs and a skillful researcher of
the Holocaust. This book is supported by the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, and in there,
Laurence gathered in chronological order not only the events from the seizure of power by the
Nazis until the end of the Second World War but also the testimonies of several survivors, as well
as perpetrators, narrating in detail how the process began by oppressing Jews, taking away their
businesses, isolating them, and approving laws that would stalk them further. Additionally, it
documents how an early idea of exposing the Jews had been contemplated, how others tried to
assist them, and how the Pope showed little interest in assisting the Jews and other targeted
individuals. Moreover, Rees explores how antisemitism influenced the development of events
and how it fueled the Nazis' ideology. In the book, he also acknowledges that other populations,

such as the Romani and many others, suffered at the hands of the Nazis.

Within the book, Rees also documents how the treatment of Jews was different depending
on the country they were located in. Treatment differed greatly in places where people would
bravely defend them, while in other places, the mistreatment was harsher due to the presence of
people who sympathized with the Nazi ideology. In particular, it narrates how, in Italy, despite

Mussolini's dictatorship, Jews lived in relative safety until Mussolini lost power and deportations
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began. Furthermore, Rees talks about the origin of the infamous gas chambers within the book.
He narrated how, in the beginning, a firing squad would terminate the Jews; however, he
documented that later, another option was proposed due to the negative psychological effect it
had on the killers. For this reason, using information provided by the adult euthanasia program,

the gas chambers became a reality.

In this book, Laurence gathers first-person accounts and contemporary documentation
from the people he interviewed. The Nazis that were interviewed claimed they could speak freely
as they had retired and no longer felt any limitation or compromising circumstances from their
employers. Rees was fortunate enough to be one of the last people within this generation to
collect such information in this way. Rees documented these testimonies powerfully, being aware
of how testimonies can be a distortion due to the nature of the experiences these people endured.
When beginning his work, Rees found divided opinions; some people believed Hitler had
intended to kill the Jews and other individuals from the beginning, whereas others believed it was
Hitler interacting with many outside forces that killed people. Rees believes, as many historians

do that a series of events and circumstances gradually killed all these people.

Amongst the various testimonies, Rees collected an account by Eva Votavova, who lost
her mother to the gas chambers and could collect a pair of glasses that had belonged to her
mother, as she was assigned to the corpse commando. Another recollection corresponds to a then
17-year-old girl from Lithuania who narrated how people, both Nazis and civilians, would cheer
while Jews were being mistreated and beaten to death in the city of Kaunas. Another testimony
corresponds to Eva Spater, who was 29 years old at the time; she was one of the few who
managed to escape to Switzerland and narrates how primordial it becomes to put one's life first in

order to save it, even considering committing a crime if it came down to it. The book also
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documented the testimony of Morris Kesselman, an 18-year-old Sonderkommando member. He
tells how he would stand up next to someone who looked weaker than he did. Besides being

clever and using the resources around him, this allowed him to survive.

Additionally, the testimony belongs to Kalman Taigman, who was from the Warsaw
ghetto and was sent to Treblinka. S narrated that everybody had animal instincts; however, they
remained hidden because of the person's tranquility with no threats. However, this could change

with extreme circumstances revealing the person's true nature.

The fourth antecedent corresponds to Defining Documents in World History: Genocide
and the Holocaust by publisher Salem Press, which is a compilation and analysis of 63 historical
documents (such documents are as follows: speeches, testimonies, newspaper articles, magazine
articles, book excerpts, legislative documents, legal texts, court rulings, interviews, and essays),
divided into two volumes and written by several authors. The volumes define genocide and
document different genocides that took place in history besides the Holocaust: the Armenian
genocide that happened in Turkey, the Serbian genocide that took place in Bosnia and Kosovo,
the Tutsi genocide that was allocated in Rwanda in 1994, the Yazidis genocide, which took place
in Irag, moreover, the Rohingya genocide, which happened in Myanmar, and the genocide of the
Native American peoples, which occurred in the Americas, and finally the aftermath of genocide.
Regarding the Holocaust, it gathered information about ethnic cleansing. It also includes a letter
from the Quaker society, a memo to the US State Department regarding plans to eliminate Jews,
and a telegram to Rabbi Stephen Wise that informed him of the Final Solution. This speech
talked about the war and human freedom, a meeting that American Jewish leaders had with
President Roosevelt, a telegram that confirmed the execution of the Jews from Poland, and a

memao about the rescue of refugees.
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The volumes are divided into eight sections. Each section documents a different historical
aspect, all of them in an order that is easy to understand and assimilate: the first one defines
genocide, the second one documents ancient genocides, the third one is about religious genocide,
the fourth one refers to political genocide, the fifth one compiles information about ethnic
cleansing, the sixth one documents the Nazi Holocaust, the seventh one is about the Americas,

and finally the eighth one that contains information about the aftermath of genocide.

A critical essay supports each document. Such essays were written by historians and
teachers, who are well-documented as the authors of these documents. They include a reading of
the source and an extensive amount of resources to understand further and extract the importance
of each document. Each essay contains a bibliography and reading suggestions for more
investigation. Additionally, the book contains indexes that fully support research since they
include chronological lists organized by year, web resources, and bibliographies with helpful
articles and books. These volumes are designed to assist high school and university students

further and work as a powerful resource to complement historical investigations and analyses.

The fifth antecedent corresponds to the book Una Montafia de Aserrin by Yanina
Rovinski, in which she narrates the story of her mother, Sarita, who was born in Costa Rica in
1934, she is the daughter of Leon and Dora Giberstein, they were Jewish people from Poland,
and came to Costa Rica to look for better opportunities than in Europe. They came from Varsovia
and came from large families. Both graduated as accountants and came to Costa Rica because
one of Leon's brothers decided to emigrate to have growing and job opportunities; however, their
attempts to establish a business were ineffective, and Dora missed her family, so they returned to

Europe.
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While they were traveling, Sarita's sister, Rosa, was born. The family lived in France for a
while and then moved back to Varsovia in 1937. Regrettably, the Great Depression during the
1930s affected Poland heavily and was recovering. Moreover, antisemitism was noticeable and
made it harder for them. Even though an agreement protected Poland from Germany and the
Soviet Union, none of these countries respected that agreement. They bombarded Varsovia in an

attack on the Polish army and several other important buildings. Sarita was five at that time.

The Polish capital was taken on October 1, 1939; later, the Jews were accommodated in
ghettos as part of Hitler's plan. For almost a year, Yanina narrates how moving Jews around and
using them as forced labor ultimately originated in the Varsovia ghetto, where up to 300 thousand
people were forced to live, being malnourished and mistreated. Sarita narrated how these were

terrible times for them since the Nazis walked around with dogs and shoot people for fun.

Furthermore, Yanina narrated how deportations began and how her family started
realizing what the concentration camps were. At that moment, the adults made the painful
decision to separate from the children, who would live with foster families to ensure their safety
outside the ghetto. Sarita, alongside Rosita and their cousin Shifra, were sent away, their names

were changed, their parents got them fake 1Ds, and they escaped with the help of a family friend.

The following events were heartbreaking for the children. As Yanina would document,
several families fostered them while their parents and other adult friends hid to avoid being
deported to a concentration camp. Sarita narrated how her sister Rosita could not fit in and was
sent back to hide with their parents. However, she and her cousin lived a particularly scary
moment in one of the foster homes, which gives us the name of the book: a neighbor reported

them, and officers came to the house; they hid under the floor and over a large pile of sawdust
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until the officers left. As a result, they were sent to another family that would ultimately protect

them the most.

Yanina narrated how Poland was eventually liberated and how Sarita and her cousin
reunited with her family, and even though they lost some relatives in the Holocaust, most of the
family survived. They moved to France for a while, facing additional struggles after Sarita's
father was arrested; however, he was freed and lived in New York, United States of America, for
a while. They did not stay there because the American government did not approve their

paperwork, so they returned to Costa Rica.

Back in Costa Rica, the family could start rebuilding, and when she was a teenager, Sarita
met Samuel, Yanina's father. After courting for some time, Samuel proposed, and both finished
their studies in Mexico. They had their first child and then return to Costa Rica once they
graduated. In Costa Rica, they were exposed to culture and non-Jewish people, they would get

involved in the arts more deeply, and their remaining children were born.

1.5 Scope

1. The Holocaust targeted not only Jews but many other individuals and groups because the
Nazi's ideology targeted anyone that would risk the purity of the Aryan race since it was
the Nazi's goal to protect and extend this race across Europe in all the lands conquered by
Germany. For this reason, this investigation will consider the following people: Jews,
Romanies, homosexuals, disabled individuals, and others since these groups endured
these tragedies and were heavily affected by the horrors that occurred during the

Holocaust.
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2. The Holocaust was provoked by the actions and speeches of hate from Hitler and his
followers against the previously mentioned groups; such atrocities are large in number,
and only a fraction of this knowledge is included within the novel The Tattooist of
Auschwitz since only the experiences and facts that affect its characters are mentioned,
leaving aside a vast amount of information that could potentially enhance the knowledge
that would be obtained by reading the novel. Therefore, this investigation aims to prove,
verify, and validate events, circumstances, population, and historical facts about the

Holocaust.

3. The events of the Holocaust within the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz started when
Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew who was deported to Auschwitz—Birkenau in April 1942,
and also considered his release in January 1945, as well as other events that happened
within that timeframe and even afterward. However, many other events that will be
mentioned in this investigation happened before that period, and they are not only worth
mentioning but also necessary to give a background to this story, solid foundations, and
historical evidence of the Holocaust. Hence, this investigation will focus on the Holocaust

events from January 30, 1933, to May 8, 1945.

4. This investigation will prove, verify, and validate the historical facts that affected the
following countries, which are the ones where the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz took
place: Germany, Poland, Slovakia, and Austria. In addition, some historical facts that
happened in the following countries will be mentioned during the investigation: France,
Belgium, Yugoslavia, Italy, Greece, Norway, Czechoslovakia, the United States of

America, Prague, and Russia.
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5. Considering the information above, it is extremely important to communicate all these
details by conducting this research. This will enhance existing knowledge about this topic
and, if necessary, correct any inaccuracies found within the novel The Tattooist of
Auschwitz. Nevertheless, this investigation is important because it verifies the facts in the
novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz. After all, to this day, these facts are important, relevant,
and necessary to validate and ensure they are conveyed accurately to students, readers,

and professors.
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Chapter Il

Theoretical Framework
This chapter is intended to analyze terms and definitions for the reader to comprehend all
elements related to the Holocaust. First, the definition of words and concepts such as literature,
theory, and literary theory will be explained alongside other literary elements such as literary
analysis, critical analysis, literary approach, and historical criticism in which the definitions,
usage, principles, steps to perform and significance will be presented. Furthermore, definitions of
concepts such as themes, symbols, and motifs will be explained to be later used in another
chapter to analyze the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz. Lastly, in the concluding section of this
chapter, the biographical information of the author and the plot summary of the novel will be

covered.

2.1 Literary Theories and Approaches

2.1.1 Definition of Literature
The term literature is defined by Rexroth (2023) as "a body of written works," which
comprehends all written works from a given era, historical period, region, and political, cultural,
and historical movements; however, there are many other forms of classifying literature, such as
the country of origin, the age of its readers, the academic level of its readers, and also whether is
it informative literature, which serves to inform, educate, analyze, and criticize, or recreational
literature, which is arranged to produce pleasure in the reader; both serve different purposes, but
both have something in common: they are part of a vast body of documents that are a testament

of humanity's evolution in a wide variety of aspects.
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2.1.2 Theory
Theories are used to evaluate any subject under analysis. Theories are assumptions that
provide evidence for or against a particular point, usually accompanied by numerical data and
information collected throughout the study, subject, or material analysis. In addition, Ormrod
(2017) states that a strong theory should be supported by plenty of evidence to support the

studied subject.

2.1.3 Literary Theory

Literary theory consists of a collection of concepts and approaches utilized in the analysis
and interpretation of literature to help the reader gain further understanding and comprehension

of literary works.

2.1.4 Literary Analysis

To initiate an analysis of literary work, one must know the definition of literary analysis.
According to Henly and Jonhson (2019), a literary analysis is an interpretation and examination
of a literary work based on its elements, which are themes, symbols, characters, setting, plot, and
more. Nevertheless, it is not only based on identifying the elements or devices within a literary
work; it is about understanding the emotions the author is trying to express through underlying
messages in the text and how they are transmitted to the readers. Moreover, a literary analysis is

commonly applied to novels, poems, short stories, or any literary work.

Furthermore, as stated by North (2017), until the 1970s, literature has been divided into
two paradigms, which are literary scholars and literary critics (p.1). Literary scholars engage in

extensive research, analysis, and interpretation of a literary text; on the other hand, literary critics
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evaluate and assess literary works by examining the cultural and social implications and
significance of the work. Thus, a literary analysis encourages the audience to explore far away
from the surface of the written work and deep dive into the intriguing, surprising, or even
confusing words to understand the hidden meaning behind a text. There are several tips for
creating a literary analysis. One important aspect of creating a literary analysis is to select an

approach that fits the investigation method according to the research that is being conducted.

2.1.5 Critical Analysis

A critical analysis in literature is the deep examination of a literary work that provides an
understanding of the written work based on the reader’s interpretation. The first-ever criticism of
written works dates from the 20th century, and the author of this analysis was Aristotle, who
wrote Poetics and developed principles of logic and reasoning, which contributed to the
foundation of critical thinking. According to Bronner (2017), critical theory insists on using
thought to respond to recent problems and possibilities that aim to change historical
circumstances. Additionally, the goal of applying a critical analysis is to broaden the
understanding of any literary text. As explained by Cottrell (2017), critical thinking is essential to

create a critical analysis.

To create a critical analysis and acquire benefits from critical thinking, the researcher
must follow these patterns: Firstly, develop the ability to identify other people's positions,
arguments, conclusions, or assumptions. Then, evaluate evidence to spot inconsistencies and
potential errors that will require further investigation to compare it against different points of
view. Secondly, the researcher must read between the written lines to gain a deeper

understanding of the author's intention and recognize persuasive methods or false logic within a
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literary text. Thirdly, the researcher must highlight the relevant and considerable evidence to save
time and effort and gain clearer thinking and communication. In addition, critical thinking is a
resource that every student must develop to elevate focus, concentration, observation,
understanding, and attention, plus the articulation to defend arguments and evidence against other
people's evidence and points of view (p.4). The development of this analysis is performed
through critical thinking. As stated by Hébert (2022), "The art of analysis consists not only in
producing a precise and appropriate characterization but also in convincing the reader that the

characterization is precise and accurate."

According to Paul and Elder (2020), the best thinkers make a conscious and deliberate
relationship with their mind, which means that the researcher must be aware of thoughts and
actions to make decisions with intention (p.3). This fits well with critical thinking because it
helps researchers to expand their knowledge of a topic by constantly self-questioning the
credibility, reliability, and source of the evidence encountered; besides, it helps researchers to
explore the literary work in different methods, which means that any individual can have their
arguments, positions, opinions, and perceptions of the historical events based on their analysis.
Additionally, as stated by Chatfield (2018), these are ten commandments to apply critical

thinking appropriately.

First, slow down: It is recommended to take your time with the subject you are studying. Usually,
the topics require deep thinking. Therefore, a strategy is needed. Second, it becomes essential to
reserve mental energy because researchers have limited attention and limited mental energy. Try
to avoid musical distractions or internet distractions by building habits that help you remain

focused on your work.
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Third, if there are doubts, then wait. Time works best as a filter; however, if thoughts do not
flow, a pause is essential to stimulate your brain. Fourth, know your limits and not assume other

people know about a subject.

Fifth, beware of sunk costs. It is usually tempting to stick with it no matter what; however, the
investigators need not pay attention to their work once they have it, and if it does not function
looking ahead, cut it off. Sixth, judging by results, the strategy might be dangerous, and short-
term success might be possible along the way; however, the right strategies can be a game

changer, so keep doing the right thing.

Seventh, most things revert to the mean, which means avoiding getting fooled by exceptional
results because satisfactory results only sometimes come straight. They come up and down.
Eight, seek refutation over confirmation. Researchers might fall into an endless loop if they only
seek confirmation. Refutation will allow us to seek challenges and contractions to put arguments

and beliefs into genuine tests.

Ninth, beware of the frame references that another researcher places. The researcher must define

his terms of reference and include them by critical thinking.

Tenth, every option a researcher is facing can be wrong, meaning that it is better to ask before
planning. It is vital to think differently and find out other ways of thinking. (p.283). Critical
thinking contains several principles the historian or reader must acquire to develop a critical
analysis. Even though critical thinking is obtained with vast research and reading, one must know

that the following three points are needed:
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Point number one: Be skeptical as you read; never take anything for granted. Not
everything is obvious, so always self-question yourself about passages with assumptions or
conclusions about peculiar historical passages you are reading, think differently, read between the
lines, and most importantly, research solid-based evidence to support your arguments. Point
number two: to evolve critical thinking, the reader must be objective and logical; this means
becoming impartial with positions or opinions because these must be proved by well-documented
evidence. In addition, paying close attention to curiosities in the text accelerates critical thinking.
Point number three: Be flexible and think outside the frame to consider all sides of an argument

before judging another person's work.

Remember that it is fundamental for the writer to settle his arguments based on well-
supported evidence to avoid being reduced to only one point of view. One must understand that
critical analysis is different for each person, and no one will analyze a topic like another reader
does; accept evidence that might interfere with your personal experiences and develop the skills
to defend your arguments with clear evidence. Critical thinking means thinking for yourself and

is an optimal skill for performing a critical literature analysis.

2.1.6 Literary Approach

In literature, an approach is a method that readers implement to analyze the literary
writing from different perspectives to allow the reader to recognize the different points of view in
which the literature work was written; also, literary approaches have major significance in
explaining what the author aims to illustrate through a literary work because they offer several
aspects of literature appreciation to the reader. The literary approach used in this analysis is the

historical criticism approach.
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2.1.6.1 Historical Criticism

Defining history in this approach is important because it will allow the researcher to
compare the similarities and differences between the historical past of the events and put this
approach into practice. In fact, according to Schrag (2021), "history is the study of people and the
choices they made" (p.10), and its criticism is based on history. Regarding literature, historical
criticism is the approach that the readers apply in a literary text to analyze and interpret the events
of the past in a structured way. Criticism within a literary work is essential because it allows the
researcher to create a statement about another author's work; in fact, criticism is so old that, as
stated by Chandler (2022), "criticism dates back from almost as far in the Western tradition as the
invention of writing and theater, further than Aristotle's Poetics"” (p.5). Additionally, based on
Ellis (2022), "literary history always entails seeking both cause and meaning of literary texts in
their local circumstances of origin™ (p.225), meaning that criticism will allow the researchers or
readers to be in harmony with the historical context of events throughout the experiences of the

fictional characters that represented the hazards lived during a particular era.

This approach involves analyzing the social, cultural, political, and economic factors that
occurred during a certain historical period and how they influenced the evolution of the events.
Additionally, historical criticism includes analyzing facts about the author's life and the historical
and social circumstances in which people struggled during that time. By studying the historical
context of the literary work, the reader aims to understand the author's intentions and the societal
issues reflected in the work that influenced the story, ideologies, and beliefs of its time. This
approach allows the readers to travel back in time and gain a vast understanding of the historical

facts in a literary work based on the experiences that formed it.
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To perform a historical analysis, the following must be executed. Firstly, the researcher
must identify and describe the specific period, region, or theme to be examined. The researcher
must briefly describe what is being analyzed and communicate its understanding of the topic on a
basic level. Then, perform extensive research about the main and secondary research sources to
collect credible and reliable information to propose your historical arguments and points of view
from the text. According to Brundage (2017), written primary sources are divided into
manuscript and published sources. Manuscript sources are any handwritten type of
communication, such as a diary or notes for speech. On the other hand, published sources can be
letters, newspapers, debates, and autobiographies (p.18). In addition, secondary sources can be

books, essays, investigations, and articles.

Secondly, once these resources are collected and consequently verified, the researcher
must organize, categorize, and interpret the data to identify notable events, patterns, or trends to
understand why certain events happened and the cause and effect they had. The third and last step
is to evaluate a literary work by judging the implications, significance, and value it brings to the
audience regarding historical facts and understanding the past. Historical criticism analysis is an
approach attached to new perspectives, a variety of points of view, interpretations, and different
evidence that might arise over time. This is an ongoing process that requires the writer to remain

receptive to current information and how it relates to current events.

2.1.7 Literature Concepts
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2.1.7.1 Biography

A biography is a description of a person's life and intends to provide detailed information on an
individual's personal background, experiences, accomplishments, and notable events. In addition,
it seeks to document all the life and historical aspects and involve the person of interest
chronologically. It will use all available resources to consolidate as much information as possible
for documentation and informational purposes. Elaborating a biography requires looking at the
past, just as historians do when documenting history, and will assemble a series of events that
compose the life of a person who is normally of historical relevance for any particular field; such
people normally have remarkable lives, and the compilation of events that form the life of the
person is put together in a biography, which contributes to humankind due to its enormous

historical value, they are often regarded as historical material rather than literary material.

2.1.7.2 Chronicle

A chronicle describes events that occurred in time in chronological order, whereas a
biography documents and provides relevant details about a subject important for the reader to
understand its background; a biography might include details in chronological order but provide
more information than a chronicle. It is important to point out that a chronicle must include
precise and objective details about the information in chronological order. The sources of
information must be reliable and credible and should start with the earliest information available

and finish with the most up-to-date information.
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2.1.7.3 Genres

The term and definition of genre enter the literary context as epic, tragedy, comedy, novel,
and short_story. These are the types of genres in literary reading; however, history has shown
people trying to arrange these categories in a specific order. This is impossible because some
genres go along with other categories in literature, and some of them can have their breakdown
into their categories. There are combinations of genres that are called tragic comedy and prose

poems.

2.1.7.3.1 Novel

Novels consist of the imaginative development of human experiences that are connected
through a sequence of events involving a group of people that can reflect certain scenarios in life;
some of them might be based on reality or others on fiction just to be exciting for the reader or

viewer.

2.1.7.3.2 Short Story

Unlike longer narratives such as novels, short stories have a simple plot, more concise
narratives, and fewer characters, and they normally focus on transmitting one specific feeling to
the readers. Additionally, the interaction of characters and their descriptions are normally shorter

and simpler than in novels; however, they can still create a feeling of satisfaction in readers.

2.1.7.3.3 Drama

Dramatic literature can be mostly enjoyed since it provides not only written content but

also the fascinating experience of watching actors perform the play. As indicated by the
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government of Western Australia (2014), drama can serve different purposes: for religious
reflection, for satirizing society, to educate the audience, to evoke feelings of sadness through
tragedy, to control and encourage morality, and overall to make the audience reflect, and at times

to challenge it.

Drama must be shared with an audience, and the characters' behavior must imitate (or at least
resemble) human behavior. An important element of drama is style since it will dictate the mood
and energy of the play. It is vital to transmit the right ideas and emotions when actors interpret
the play and to have a balance between feelings that are evoked in the audience and the thinking

and reasoning that the author wants to provoke.

2.1.7.3.4 Essay

Although an essay can be much shorter compared to a composition, an essay is a method
or tool for the author to express feelings and ideas and paste them into paper. It is crucial to
understand that essays are an important part of literature that general people such as students and
literature enthusiasts can often enjoy the pleasure of learning by using essays, getting new
information through the reading of essays from a variety of people, such as literature artists,
theorists, scientists, professors, and leaders. Essays have always been a great tool for students to
increase their writing skills and understanding of a topic; the essay paper has an order that
includes an introduction, several paragraphs of primary and secondary ideas, and a conclusion.
Moreover, this paperwork is built to help the writer split a particular topic into ideas, to learn
more concepts about literature, and to provide the reader with a literature piece analysis made by

some of the greatest minds of this generation.
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Even though there exists a good variety of essays, there are four types of essays that the
writers most frequently manage. The first type of essay is called “expository.” This expository
essay is designed for the writer to dive deep into ideas, express feelings, and explore truths over a
particular topic, which is why it is called "expository" because it exposes information to the air.
The second type is "persuasive,”" which tries to convince the reader to agree with the ideas that
the writer expressed in the paper; these persuasive papers must have a claim to speak precisely to
change the reader's mind. The third one is called "narrative,” which is used to tell a story,
creating illustrations of an event for the reader; the narrative essay will usually provide
descriptive terms for the reader to understand what the type of paragraph is about. Finally, the
fourth one is called "descriptive,” which, as its name tells, describes an event, a place, an

element, or a memory.

2.1.8 Approaches

Literature can be analyzed by using several types of approaches, having so many options
to choose from, all of them addressing different purposes. The approaches that professionals in
literature usually use offer a variety of ways of thinking and expression for the reader to further
understand a given piece of literature. This research analysis will only focus on the historical

approach, which description will be provided below.

2.1.8.1 Historical Approach

The historical approach definition, following the Britannica Encyclopedia (2014), is based
on the context in which the written work was produced, including relevant and key facts about
the author's life and social circumstances during that historical moment. Unlike other approaches,

the historical approach also focuses on the facts occurring outside the narrative, and usually,
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historical facts are considered. In addition, this approach is also characterized by providing a
historical context of the characters or events that are important to understand and contemplate to

assist other investigations.

2.1.9 Historical Concepts

2.1.9.1 History

History is known to be the global background of humankind and is characterized by

defining today's modern era and molding it into what humanity has become to the present.

2.1.9.2 Historian

Historians are constantly reviewing and rethinking the past to discover new patterns and
meanings marked by ongoing changes and they are characterized because of their thinking,
reflecting, debating, and evaluating the methodical narrative and investigation of the past,

writing, or studying history in time.

2.1.9.3 First World War

The First World War was a catastrophic event that led to millions of people being
murdered and devastated; it involved and affected many countries, as well as the future
generations of people who were affected by the war. Moreover, many alliances and political
movements took place, making this war a complex affair. The main reason the First World War
began was because of an important assassination executed by Serbia’s liberation agenda. The
assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife by Bosnian Serb nationalist

Gavrilo Princip on June 28, 1914, suddenly stirred up brewing conflicts in the region, and
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Austria-Hungary used the assassination as an excuse to settle its dispute with Serbia. Serbia
initially agreed to several of the terms indicated by Austria-Hungary, but disagreements about
some of the points triggered conflicts threats, and initiated movements to attack. Many conflicts,
menaces, attacks, and overall disputes would occur between the countries that participated in the

war at that moment.

The First World War took participation from the following countries: the Allies: France,
Great Britain, Russia, Italy, Japan, and, from 1917, the United States against the Great Powers
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Turkey. Once the war started in August 1914, it was received
with enthusiasm by the people of Europe, as it was driven by a feeling of patriotism and a sense

of duty.

Nazi Germany decided to attack France's territory back on September 6, 1914, starting the
First Battle of the Marne, which was initiated when the France and British army forces tried to
stop the Germans from advancing further. After this, France and Britain declared war on the
Ottoman Empire, which resulted in a bigger human catastrophe. Furthermore, in 1915, the United
States of America indirectly contributed to the war in response to the German U-boat submarine
attack, which sank in Lusitania, crossing from New York to Liverpool, England, and killed
approximately 128 Americans. A year later, in 1916, the Battle of VVerdun was ferocious and was
emphasized because it triggered massive casualties, resulting in thousands of people murdered.
Consequently, the Nazi Germans considered reaching an armistice, which was a strategy of
attrition, as their best because the Allied forces were dominating the war at that point. However,

the Germans and Hitler were decisively committed to winning the war.
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The effects of the war were so tragic that many innocent people suffered the consequences
of the chemical warfare, weapons, and killing methods that the countries known as the great
powers applied to eventually win the World War and conquer as many territories as possible;
however, the damage also came from plenty other massacre resources. Another implication to
consider had to do with health-related implications. Given the circumstances of the war, many
people die because of illnesses. Long and complicated negotiations were reached throughout that
time. However, the armistice between the involved parties was the end of the war after four years

of combat and the death of some 8.5 million soldiers.

2.1.9.4 Second World War

The Second World War, also World War Il, was a catastrophe that humanity faced in the
years from 1939 to 1945, involving many of the world's major powers divided into two opposing
military alliances, which were the Axis: Germany, Italy, and Japan, and the Allied powers that
were: France, Britain, the U.S., the Soviet Union, and China; leaving as a result millions of lives

lost during this calamity.

Around the year of 1939, Adolf Hitler became a dictator in Germany and decided to
invade and occupy the Poland territory, which triggered declarations of war from its Allies,
France and the United Kingdom, towards Germany. The war started between the involved
parties. The Allies were superior in resources, population, armament, and military forces.
However, the Germans differed on the battlefield because of the efficient force and the fighting
spirit they developed throughout the war. Along with the German's 100 infantry divisions, each

division could contain up to 25,000 men ready to battle.
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World War Il had a more devastating impact because of the implementation of modern
technologies that these great powers fabricated, such as aircraft, tanks, and submarines; firearms
such as machine guns, mortars, cannons, and anti-tank artillery. The Second World War Two
involved a conflict between the United States and Japan. In December 1941, Japan proceeded to
attack the U.S. bases at the island of Pearl Harbor, making the United States respond quickly to
this assault and declaring war on Japan, causing the Battle of Midway, known as the major naval
battle between the U.S. and Japan, leaving the U.S. with the winning outcome after displaying

two atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, ending the war with millions of dead people.

Throughout the expansion of the war in North African territories that Italy conquered, the
British and American Allies defeated the Italian and German forces by 1943. The Allies then
proceeded to move forward and invaded Sicily and mainland Italy, conducting the fascism modus
operandi of the government to a defeat despite the Germans not backing off that easily and kept
fighting in Italy until 1945. Additionally, the Germans were desperate for victory and decided to
invade the Soviet Union. This invasion was named the Battle of Stalingrad and was the first stage

of failure of Hitler's advance in war, as the Soviets showed supremacy in every battle category.

The Second World War only brought terrible outcomes for most of the innocent people,
the outsiders of the war. It is estimated that fifty million people died during the atrocities
committed in this war, including the massive extermination of six million Jews and other people
such as men, women, and children who were considered a disgrace to the Earth according to Nazi

German's ideology.
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2.1.9.5 Ascendance of Hitler to Power

History dates that Adolf Hitler's ascendance to power in Germany was a result of several
factors that contributed to the social, economic, and political instability of Germany combined
with the bitterness over its defeat in World War | and the harsh conditions of the Treaty of
Versailles allowed Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party to rise to power. Hitler joined the German
Workers' Party, later renamed the Nazi Party, in 1919 as a political agent and quickly started to
gain a leadership position within the party due to his appealing speeches and vigorous
propaganda campaigns, which consisted in manipulating people's beliefs, attitudes, or actions
through the use of symbols, gestures, clothing, banners, and movements. In addition, Hitler's
popularity gained superiority within the Nazi Party with the help of other Nazi leaders, and
according to Bullock, Bullock, and Knapp (2023), Adolf Hitler became an unstoppable leader of

the Nazi Party with almost unlimited powers.

Furthermore, the Nazi Party had a powerful impact on the German people due to the Great
Depression because it debilitated most of the people; therefore, the affected population had no
option but to accept Hitler's mandates. The Great Depression encouraged the growth of the Nazi
party by leading to a new period of vulnerability and instability in the country, which brought
millions of new members desperate for change, voting for Hitler's campaign pledging to restore
Germany. Additionally, Hitler also allied with Nationalist Alfred Hugenberg, who was a
businessman and leader of a huge newspaper with great influence and was able to reach the

German population and impulse Hitler to rise to power.
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2.1.9.6 Fascism

The fascist ideology was imposed by violence, intimidation, control of the media,
militarism, and expansionism. It was also a mass movement that considered people to surrender
to their own will to submit to the nation's dictatorial. This a political philosophy that exalts the
nation and its leader, often proposing the superiority of their race against the discriminated
minority. In addition, the fascism in Europe characterized its leader with authoritarianism,
nationalism, racism, and dominance of the nation over the will of the people. Europe’s first fascist
leader was Benito Mussolini, who claimed the emergence of a dictatorship in Italy in 1918 to
confront the economic and political tragedies Italy faced after the First World War. The extensive
dissatisfaction and fear of the Italian people towards the socialist revolution helped Mussolini to

rise to power.

2.1.9.7 The Holocaust

The Holocaust was a catastrophic event that led to the mass murder of six million Jews,
and it started when Hitler took Germany to the Second World War. This event happened in 1939
throughout World War I1, ending in 1945 when the Allies defeated Germany. The Holocaust was
one of the worst tragedies that humanity has ever faced in history. Hitler planned to attack the
Jews because the Germans believed Jews were an inferior race and should be eliminated. The
Jews were falsely accused of being part of Germany's loss in World War [; besides, Jews were
believed to trigger Germany's social, political, economic, and cultural problems, which made
them the primordial target of Nazi Germany. Nevertheless, history documents that Antisemitism
is the hatred-based ideology that Nazi Germans implemented to consider Jews primarily as a

separate and inferior race that took place in the Nazi German defeat.
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Additionally, history shows that Jews have always been identified as a problem since
ancient times. By the Holocaust Memorial Museum (2023), Jews are involved in a myth that
accounts them responsible for the death of Jesus Christ; therefore, the Nazi Germans used this
ideology to contaminate their people and make them believe Jews were strictly evil descendants
and should be murdered instead. Thus, this created a stereotype of Jews as a horrible sight to the
spectators from the outside and became an excuse for Germans to create a regime to categorize
Jews as a threat quickly and also to trace, capture, eliminate, and erase every tract of Jewish
individuals. As a result of Hitler's alliances, invasions, and occupations, Germany controlled the
majority of Europe and North Africa parts; therefore, the capturing of the Jews began to expand

into a mass murder of six million Jews, plus millions of individuals.

The persecution of Jews was based on political and legal discrimination of Jews
performed by the Nazi Party's antisemitic regime. Similarly, the Germans used organized
violence to impose and own every Jew's business, religious buildings, and homes; some of the
German perpetrators used brute force and physical strength to brutally displace the Jews into
overcrowded concentrations camps, ghettos, obligating these individuals to work under forced
labor, starvation, diseases, among other inhumane sanitary conditions; all of this for the benefit of

the Axis and enrichment of Nazi organizations, military, and private businesses.

The German Nazis were characterized by their extreme cruelty and merciless regime, so
much so that the Germans created killing centers. As stated by the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum (2023), Hitler's Nazi Germany built five killing centers: Chelmno, Belzec,
Sobibor, Treblinka, and Auschwitz-Birkenau to take every Jew for either forced labor or mass
murders. Auschwitz was the largest concentration camp ever established by Germans to commit

atrocities. Most of the deportations of Jews in the concentration camps lived through horrific
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conditions that deprived them of food, water, healthy sanitary conditions, and fresh oxygen,

resulting in overall deaths.

German officers used to take a verdict on which Jew was healthy and strong enough to
keep and forced the individual to perform inhumane labor. In contrast, the weak or less healthy
were redirected to the gas chambers or shootings. At these five killing centers, prisoners were
demanded to assist in the killing process by searching for goods in the dead bodies and removing
corpses from the gas chambers with the sole purpose of burning the bodies in crematoriums. In
addition, the Jewish genocide planned by Adolf Hitler and its collaborators motivated the
German community to participate in the Holocaust with enthusiasm, fear, greed, antisemitism

ideologies, political ideas to commit racist crimes, and discrimination, especially against Jews.

2.1.9.8 Racism

Racism is the belief that humans have created to divide people into biological entities
called “races” based on racial, physical, moral, behavioral, and cultural features. The ethnic
background of a person might result in unequal treatment compared to other societies, unfair
policies that will discriminate against an “inferior” individual, and unfair stereotype that the same
humans have created to assault each other. Additionally, racism has unfortunately become so
strong throughout the years that its inequalities have been present in political, economic, and
cultural areas, resulting in affecting the education, health care, wealth, and civil rights of others
considered subordinates. As a result, racism has been one of the worst worldwide illnesses that
has been spread around societies for many years with the sole purpose of discriminating and

establishing superiority among each other.
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2.1.9.9 Anti-Semitism

The origins of Christian antisemitism have been marked in history when Jews decided to
settle outside of Palestine; the Hellenistic Age, for instance, shows that Jews were characterized
as having a monotheistic religion, which only recognizes one god and Judaism's principle is not
to agree with the idea of praising several gods or seeing emperors as gods, contrary to the pagans
that considered emperors as gods, and acknowledge multiple gods. For this reason, the pagans
believed that Jews were showing a sign of disloyalty, and antisemitism became hateful actions
and discrimination towards the Jews as a religious or racial group based on biological

characteristics.

The antisemitism ideology propagated by the Germans and its collaborators originated
from these beliefs and unleashed the Holocaust, which targeted the Jewish population and
affected many other innocent individuals. It is estimated that 5.7 million Jews and many others
were killed through forced labor, starvation, mass shootings, gas killing chambers, and slavery

during World War II.

2.2 Themes, Symbols, Motifs

Themes, symbols, and motifs are crucial parts of literature that provide more context to
the reader, and these especially can be found within any literary work. For this investigation,
definitions, examples, and the application of these methods will be explained throughout this

work.
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2.2.1 Themes

The book Writing Your Story's Theme by K.M. by Weiland (2020) describes themes as
the heart of the literary work and is usually interconnected between the plot, the characters, and
the theme. In other words, a theme is the main idea that the author wants to convey in the story.
Even though themes are not constantly present in a narrative, they can be found anywhere in the
work. Themes can often come in and come out in a story; they can disappear or even appear in
the middle of the lecture, and this is because themes are divided into major themes and minor
themes. The major themes are the most significant and repetitive ones within a literary work;

meanwhile, the minor themes are briefly manifested ideas in a literary work.

2.2.2 Symbols

Symbols are literary devices that are associated with symbolism and imagery in any
literary work and are used to represent something beyond the literal meaning to help understand
an idea or a thing. A symbol usually provides further meaning to what the story's author tries to
express; however, they are not always literal and might be represented as abstract ideas or
ideologies. More precisely, according to Turco (2020), symbols are a "concrete trope (figure of
speech) or a pictograph (a picture) that represents an abstraction.” (p.248). Additionally, symbols
in literature can be distinguished through words, concepts, images, objects, actions, ideas, or any
concept that represents meaning to the reader. Furthermore, the book A Dictionary of Symbols by
Cirlot (2020) provides the investigator with several symbols showing their meaning and the

relationship of the symbols attached to literature.
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2.2.3 Motifs

In literature, a motif is the perception of something, such as an object or idea, frequently
repeated in a literary work. Literary Terms (2015) mentions that its purpose is to reinforce the
story by using images found in symbols, words, sounds, actions, or ideas throughout the literary
work. In the book Archetypes and Motifs in Folklore and Literature by Garry and EI-Shamy
(2017), the motif is explained as something recurrent that will appear repeatedly during the
reading. It will help to develop the main theme. Even though motifs can be words or symbols,
these are patterns designed to draw the reader's attention and connect ideas for the rest of the

theme.

2.3 Biography of the Author of The Tattooist of Auschwitz

It is beneficial for the reader to be familiar with the author's life, experiences, and the
context of the author's literary work to understand better the message that the author is expressing
through the literary work so the reader can comprehend the background of the written word, the
ideas and the concepts that the author learned to develop their literary works and learn important
facts about the writer's biography. The novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz will be used to develop
this novel analysis. It was written by New Zealand's native author, Heather Morris, whose

biography is described below.

Heather Morris was born in Te Awamutu, New Zealand, in 1953. Since childhood, she
lived in the village of Pirongia, which was close to four generations of families living together,
and the rest of her childhood studies, from school to college, were spent in this town. Enthusiastic
with sports such as swimming, netball, and tennis, but especially writing, the love of writing

prevailed on Heather, which was something special to her. According to Heather, writings can
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teletransport readers into realms of imagination and exotic lands, in which they could experience
the scenarios in living writing. Although Heather was considered to have a bond with her family,
she was a person who enjoyed privacy more. She decided to take on the mission of living life
without being surrounded by too many extended family members and moved from a young age to
Melbourne, Australia, in 1971, where she started a bachelor's degree at Canterbury University in
New Zealand in 1986, then going back to Melbourne a year later, and settling in a much bigger
city with her husband Steve and her children in Australia, Heather was able to finish her studies

at Monash University and majored in Political Science in 1991.

For several years, Heather worked in a large public medical center in Melbourne, and
during that time, she was able to study and create screenplays. With the magnificent talent and
display of art that Heather performed, one of them was selected as an Academy Award-winning
screenwriter in the U.S. In 1996, Heather enrolled in the Professional Scriptwriting Course
through the Australian College of Journalism to follow her passion for storytelling and provide

screenwriting courses, seminars, and workshops in Australia and the U.S.

In December 2003, Heather would see life differently after meeting Holocaust survivor
Lale Sokolov, who had a story worth telling about the times of persecution, oppression, and hate
that Jews suffered during the Holocaust; her most famous literary work, based on a true story, the
novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz is considered to be, according to Graeme Simsiom, as
"extraordinary-moving, confronting, and uplifting,” worth storytelling to read. Heather Morris
initially wrote Lale's story as a screenplay, which was ranked the #1 International Bestseller &
New York Times Bestseller before turning it into her debut novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz
which many literary experts considered to be a heart-wrenching, illuminating, and unforgettable

experience.



54

Heather Morris won eleven awards with the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz, which sold
over five million copies worldwide. After delivering many other famous literary works such as
Cilka's Journey, which also had many nominations, she also wrote Stories of Hope, Three Sisters,
and The Tattooist of Auschwitz. Heather Morris is now investing the rest of her time writing to

release her newest literary piece, Sisters Under the Rising Sun.

2.4 Plot of The Tattooist of Auschwitz

The author must provide a summary of the main events that occurred in the novel The
Tattooist of Auschwitz for a better understanding and analysis of the plot. The novel's plot, The

Tattooist of Auschwitz, is detailed as follows.

It took Heather Morris multiple interviews with the Holocaust survivor Lale Sokolov to
write his story, traveling from country to country to document Lale's life experiences and proving
the accuracy of the atrocities that a gigantic amount of people endured alongside Lale during the
Holocaust. The basis or main idea of the novel is the love and perseverance between Lale and
Gita and their hope to survive together while being prisoners in a Nazi concentration camp at
Birkenau, Auschwitz, as well as the historical events of the mistreatment and cruelty that many

people suffered during the Holocaust.

Lale Sokolov was living with his family when he found out that the government of
Slovakia was given orders from the Germans to succumb to every Jewish man older than 18
years old; Lale offered himself. However, Lale was ignorant about his transportation to the
concentration camp at Auschwitz. Lale was transported to his destiny in a cattle train mixed with
several people. However, the lack of space between each prisoner, hygiene, food, and water was

so strong that it made the conditions inside the wagons terrible, giving Lale a glimpse of what his
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new "job™ would be. Nevertheless, Lale was characterized as always being heedful to details. His
ability to speak multiple languages granted him the privileged position to communicate and
create connections with other prisoners, especially with a man named Aron and S.S. officers

occasionally.

The travel in the train seemed to be endless day by day, but Lale and the other prisoners
finally arrived at Auschwitz, the nightmare scenario where they would spend the rest of their
lives, or so they believed. After several days working at Birkenau, Auschwitz, Lale inspects a bus
and finds out it is filled with naked, gassed bodies. Furthermore, he faints into the ground to the
point where he contracts typhus, a bacterium that fleas almost kills him. At this point, Aron had
become Lale's only friend in the concentration camp. When Aron saw Lale's almost dying body
being transported in a cart carrying the dead and dying, Aron was brave enough to drag Lale's
body when the S.S. officer was distracted and saved him. An act of bravery that would surprise

and intrigue Pepan, the current Tattowierer who witnessed the moment.

Pepan was so impressed with Aron's decisiveness to rescue Lale that he intervened and
decided to take care of Lale, as it was strange for him to see another person risking his life for
him, and he thought Lale was worth being saved. After various days of taking care of Lale, Pepan
offered him the position as his assistant as the Tattowierer to tattoo the identity numbers of their
fellow prisoners; a decision that Lale was not making but certainly was the best to survive one
more day in Auschwitz. One day, Pepan and Lale were informed that female transportation
arrived at the concentration camp to redo their tattoos. Lale tried to refuse to damage a woman's
skin. However, he has no choice, so this is when he sees Gita for the first time and has only a

glimpse of the love of his life.
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Multiple days of imprisonment passed by and Lale, Gita, and other remaining prisoners in
the Auschwitz blocks still suffered horrific atrocities such as starvation, shootings, gas chambers,
and human mistreatment while being slaves until rumors of Russian forces advancing spread
around the camp. The S.S. officers felt intimidated by the Russians. They decided to destroy all
evidence in the concentration camps and eliminate all traces of the Jewish population and minor
individuals before the Russians arrived. As the Russians began to approximate the camp, the
Germans decided to escape, rushing all female prisoners, including Gita, to another concentration
camp during a snowstorm, which is historically recognized as a "death march™ because the
women were forced to walk miles bare feet throughout the snow. Shortly after this occurred to
Gita, the concentration camp descended into chaos, and the Holocaust prisoners witnessed how
the Russian armies advanced towards their territory, which provoked Germany's defeat.
Furthermore, during the chaos, Lale and other prisoners were forcibly taken onto a bus and
transported to another concentration camp to escape from the mayhem. Moreover, at the same
time, the S.S. soldiers continuously killed as many prisoners as possible before the Russians

could potentially save them.

Although Lale and Gita were separated into two different paths, both managed a way to
escape from their fate. Lale's linguistic abilities permitted him to gain a position of privilege and
trust from the officers, which provided Lale an opportunity to escape to Slovakia, hoping to meet
Gita, who was rescued by Russian soldiers and transported to Bratislava. Lale travels to
Bratislava determined to find Gita but does not spot her after a couple of days until one day, they
cross sights, and that is the incredible moment where Lale and Gita found each other after all they
had to overcome during the Holocaust, and in that moment, Lale kneed and asked Gita to marry

him, which she accepts, and they lived their lives together.



57

Chapter Il1

Methodological Framework

In the first chapter of this investigation, a series of objectives were defined. To achieve the
desired objectives, a combination of steps and procedures must be combined with instruments to
accomplish the desired outcome. These instruments will be useful to advance the investigation
and successfully reach both main and specific objectives. In this thesis, the investigator will

explain and describe these instruments to help the reader to understand further.

3.1 Research Approach

The research approach determines the type of methodological research that will be used in
the investigation. There are three types of methodological approaches that researchers use to
conduct any investigation: quantitative, qualitative, and a mixture of both. This analysis will use
the qualitative research approach due to its interpretative nature related to the subject. Therefore,
it is important to analyze and explain qualitative and quantitative research approaches and briefly

explain the combination of research methods.

Quantitative research is an approach that, according to the book Research Design
(Creswell D & Creswell J, 2008), tests the objectives by "examining the relationship among
variables. These variables, in turn, can be measured, typically on instruments, so that numbered
data can be analyzed, using statistical procedures” (p.4). In other words, the quantitative research
approach is used to gather and understand information through numbers. It involves collecting
and analyzing data to create hypotheses, assumptions, and predictions and conclude generalized

results for the population overall.
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Qualitative research is a method of research that mainly focuses on words, open-ended
questions, and responses to understand and explore situations in real-life settings. This research
approach also recollects data like the quantitative approach; however, in comparison with the
quantitative, the qualitative research approaches more with visual representations and the
significance of the words, instead of the numerical data that can be obtained using the
guantitative research method. In addition, the qualitative research method focuses on studying
humans and their behavior, including what drives them or motivates them; moreover, this method
allows the investigator to gather insights and understand the perspectives of individuals or a

group of people.

Furthermore, qualitative research uses several instruments to evaluate the effectiveness of
the investigation; these instruments are explained as follows. First, the investigator will utilize
certain techniques to collect data. This involves unstructured observation to carefully note and
record what is being seen or heard by other people. Second, the investigator will conduct
interviews to collect data, then analyze the data and check the conclusions. The investigator is
expected to perform the same steps with several people to gather different perspectives or points
of view on a topic. Third, questionnaires with open-ended questions will allow the participants to
express their opinions and feelings more freely. Moreover, the qualitative research method is
considered a "naturalist” method because it seeks to understand the subjects in their real-life
contexts and is "interpretive" because it focuses on finding the meaning of the subject based on

perspectives and interpretations from other people.

The mixed research approach combines non-numerical data (qualitative) and numerical
data (quantitative). This combination is only sometimes seen; however, it can be applied only

when the investigator sees it necessary.
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3.2 Research Design

The research design is the structure, plan, or proposal of the research methods that
provides the investigator with a specific direction to conduct the research study. The research
design is important because it functions as a guide to determine the appropriate research method
that will be used to carry out the investigation and prepare it for success. The type of research

applied to this study is descriptive research, which will be explained below.

3.2.1 Descriptive Research

Descriptive research is stated by Monsen and Van Horn (2017) as an effective way to
"obtain information in devising hypotheses and proposing associations” (p.5). This means that
this research method will be based on the "what" instead of the "how™" or "why" of the research
subject. Furthermore, this method will enable the investigator to analyze and interpret the
collected data on a deeper level, allowing the investigator to explain and describe the analyzed

story and explore its literary elements in more detail.

3.3 Information Sources

Information sources are crucial to developing research or academic works because these
sources, according to Thanuskodi (2020), might be a place, thing, or place from which the
information comes, arises, or is obtained (p.23). Additionally, based on the previous definition,
the researcher can obtain these information sources from books, historical documents, surveys,
dictionaries, articles, glossaries, investigations, websites, magazines, literary works, or
interviews. Information sources are divided into three different categories: Primary sources,
secondary sources, and tertiary sources. Definitions and theories of these information sources will

be explained below.
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3.3.1 Primary Sources

Primary information sources, according to Kirkpatrick (2021), are first-hand information
concerning the period or subject under investigation. This means that the primary sources reflect
the perspective of an individual who witnessed an event in a particular historical time and
produced the source by first-hand experience. Primary sources provide the original materials that
served as ground for other sources and research studies. These primary sources are helpful to
provide further understanding to students or other researchers in general. A primary source
example in literature is a book where the investigator can get insights from and rely on the book's

ideas and interpretations to make the investigation valuable.

3.3.2 Secondary Sources

Secondary sources are derived from primary sources. According to Santiago Canyon
College (2018), secondary sources "describe, discuss, interpret, comment upon, analyze,
evaluate, summarize, and process primary sources.” Additionally, as stated by Santiago Canyon
College (2018), secondary sources can be written or not written, such as a bibliography or a
picture; however, most importantly, secondary sources are a compilation of primary sources, and
even research studies are a great example for secondary sources because many writers had to rely
on other researcher's studies to accomplish a goal, bringing value and new information to the

process.

3.3.3 Tertiary Sources

The tertiary sources of information are resources that provide background information on
a subject and serve as a guide that lists other additional sources. These sources, according to

Eoghan (2022), "provide an overview of information gathered from primary and secondary
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sources but do not provide original interpretations or analysis." One example of a tertiary source
that researchers use to increase their knowledge of a topic is an encyclopedia, which helps to

maximize and expand the understanding of a matter.

3.4 Analysis Categories

Some terms and definitions should be easy, clear, and understandable across different
areas of study without being an expert in the subject; however, certain words require special

attention to comprehend their relevance in this investigation.

3.4.1 Historical Approach

All approaches are related to literary analysis, but the historical approach, especially in
academic research or analysis, is used to study and interpret the past by exploring historical
events. This approach is characterized by providing a historical context of the event, characters,
or the author's life. It is based on the context in which the work was written and the social
circumstances of the time. Furthermore, as explained by Keizer (2015), the historical approach is
dynamic rather than static, which means that understanding the constant movement or change of

the events and experiences from the past is required to comprehend the composition of the work.

3.4.2 The Holocaust

The Holocaust, religiously known as the Shoah, was a massive genocide and state-
sponsored persecution and murder of six million Jews together with other minority groups. The
main head of this atrocity was Adolf Hitler and other Hitler’s collaborators. Humanity's darkest
side was revealed during these rough times when Nazi Germany did not feel any remorse, mercy,
or compassion and moved on to eliminate anyone to prevail. The Holocaust was a terrific event

that no one from today’s generation would like to experience; however, remembering it is
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essential to prevent such horrors from happening again. Furthermore, as explained by the author
Bauman (2000), the Holocaust was considered a unique phenomenon with no comparison against
ethnic or religious prejudices and aggressions. In addition, it is also referred to as the primeval

and culturally inextinguishable predisposition of the human species.

3.4.3 Historical Facts

Historical facts are considered sustainable pieces of information about events, people,
places, or circumstances from the past. These usually are refutable based on credible and accurate
historical evidence such as well-documented research papers, written records, documents, history
books, scholarly research, and any historical proof. Historians and researchers benefit from this
as it helps them understand the past. These facts are useful for studying history, human
civilization, culture, politics, society, and more. However, historical facts may be subject to
discordance or interpretation by researchers or historians because these constantly emerge, which
means there exists the possibility to reevaluate new information, analyze new trends, and draw
new conclusions. Finally, Fales (1951) declared that a historical fact is an event that influences

people's minds to generate unique and irreversible changes in their thinking patterns.

3.5 Data Collection Instruments

The purpose of the data collection instrument is to support the investigator so that the goal
of the literary analysis can be accomplished. Pieces of information such as questionnaires,
readings, and observations are instruments the researcher uses to collect information. These

instruments function as tools to draw a path and guide the investigator toward the purpose of the



thesis. Every tool and instrument used during this investigation aims to complete the objectives

of this thesis; thus, these will be explained in the following sections.

3.5.1 Literary Analysis Chart to compare the historical facts found in the novel to

the real Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945.

The researcher’s goal in this section is to explain the tools to use and its creation method. This
will be a literary analysis chart formed by tables divided into four columns. The purpose of this
chart is to complete the third specific objective of the thesis, which is to compare the historical
facts between the novel and the events in real life. The first column of the chart is where the
researcher will place the historical fact under investigation. The second column is where the
investigator will insert several citations extracted from the novel. The third column is where the
researcher will communicate how the situation evolved in real life according to a historian's
opinion. Finally, the investigator will design a fourth column to include his point of view.
Additionally, this chart will function as a method to highlight the importance of the events and

achieve a literary goal.

The following template is an illustration of the development of the literary analysis.

Table 1

63

Historical Facts Quotes or situation Historian’s opinion Investigator’s

interpretation

Table 1 presents the different historical facts found in the novel versus the real Holocaust events from
1933 to 1945—SOURCE: Researcher's creation.
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3.5.2 Themes, Motifs, Symbols

In this section, the investigator created an individual literary analysis chart including each
indicator of themes, motifs, and symbols in the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz. It was the
researcher's objective to facilitate the reading experience by creating individual charts, as it might
become difficult for the reader to concentrate on a single large chart due to its quantity of
information. This section will be divided into three charts, each containing its indicator. The first
chart is divided into three columns. The first column of the chart will include its respective
themes, motifs, or symbols found in the novel. Secondly, the researcher included a second
column to place the quotes from the book. Thirdly, a third column was created to explain the

researcher’s point of view.

3.5.2.1 Themes

The investigator created the first analysis chart to focus specifically on the themes found in the
novel. The chart will be divided into three columns, each containing its respective indicator to be
filled in the next chapter. The researcher created the first column to function as the themes
section. The second column will contain a quote or citation directly from the book. Finally, a

third column was created to provide the researcher’s opinion.

Table 2

Theme Quotes or citation Researcher’s opinion

Table 2 shows the themes found in the novel —SOURCE: Researcher's creation.
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3.5.2.2 Motifs

The investigator created a second analysis chart to develop motifs from the novel. The chart will
be divided into three columns, each section including the indicator under investigation. The
researcher designed a first column to include the motifs discovered in the novel. The researcher
created a second column to place quotes or citations directly from the book referring to the

motifs. Lastly, the researcher created a third column to explain the researcher’s opinion.

Table 3

Motif Quotes or citation Researcher’s opinion

Table 3 illustrates the motifs found in the novel —SOURCE: Researcher's creation.

3.5.2.3 Symbols

The investigator created a third analysis chart to highlight the discovered literary symbols
and their meaning while reading the novel. This chart will be divided into three columns, each
containing its indicator under study. The researcher created a first column, which will include all
symbols found. Also, the researcher will have the task of creating a second column to include a
quote or a citation from the book. Finally, the researcher will create a third column, specially

designed to communicate the researcher’s opinion.

Table 4

Symbols Quotes or citation Researcher’s opinion
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Table 4 shows the symbols found in the novel—-SOURCE: Researcher's creation.

3.6 Collection Data Process and Data Analysis

First, the researcher must read the twenty-eight chapters of The Tattooist of Auschwitz
multiple times to grasp and understand the Holocaust context. The researcher will have to be
determined to spend several hours reading the novel multiple times over time to have concepts
clear and understand the true meaning behind it. Luckily, the researcher owns the novel in a
digital format, so it facilitates the reading and investigation process. Additionally, the researcher
considers that owning the novel’s digital format benefits note-taking and improves multitasking

skills while reading simultaneously.

After understanding the novel’s context, the researcher will have to perform an extensive
investigation of the Holocaust's beginnings, who commanded it, what unleashed it, and its causes
and effects, particularly the bad treatment towards the Jewish population. Besides, the researcher
will be tasked to investigate the relationship of Nazi German with the First and Second World
Wars, the ascendance of Hitler to power, and the anti-Semitism ideology that handed Nazi
German the power to dictate punishment and exclusion towards any living being inferior to their

supremacy.

Following completing the literary analysis of the novel and reading it numerous times, the
researcher will need to create two charts considered instruments to research historical
information. These instruments will serve as a structure to develop the content of the literary

analysis charts. The researcher will create the first chart based on the third specific objective of
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this literary work, which is to compare the historical facts of the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz

to real life in the Holocaust from 1933 to 1945.

The first analysis chart objective is to compare the Holocaust events to real life. The first
analysis chart will include three columns, and each column will contain its respective indicators.
The researcher will create the first column to place its indicator, which will be pointed out as
"Historical facts”. The second column will include a quote or situation directly from the book,
and the third column will have its indicator named "Historian's opinion." Finally, the researcher

will include a fourth column to share his comments or interpretations.

Continuing, the researcher will have to create a second chart as an instrument to analyze
the themes, motifs, and symbols identified during the reading process. Nevertheless, for the
second instrument, it is important to clarify that the researcher will be assigned to create three
other charts individually; each chart will separately contain its respective indicator to facilitate its
comprehension. The first chart of this section will emphasize themes, the second chart will focus

on motifs, and the third chart will focus on symbols.

These instruments will function as the researcher’s tools to reach the objective of this
literary analysis. These charts have a purpose and, combined, will provide a deeper understanding
of the importance of the events, phrases, quotes, and interpretations. Finally, the usage and

application of these instruments will continue in chapter IV of this investigation.
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Chapter 1V

Data Analysis

Data analysis is the process where the researcher gathers, presents, and examines the
collected information to draw the best possible conclusions. Data analysis is an important part of
any investigation because it contains a combination of examined data that will help prove or
disapprove the objectives presented for this work. This information will be analyzed using a

triangulation method between the literary work, an expert's opinion, and the researcher's opinion.

This chapter contains three parts: Approaches to the investigation will be the initial part,
followed by theories vs literary works, and themes, motifs, and symbols will be extracted and

explained from the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz.

4.1 Approaches to the Investigation

The definition of approach in literature relates to the method of investigation; an approach
is considered a tool to conduct a literary analysis. Although there are many approaches in
literature, the approach for this thesis is the historical approach. This type of approach is
implemented mainly by professional historians who specialize in the historical ambit and can
study and interpret historical facts based on proven evidence, analysis, and data interpretation.
Additionally, several historians have implemented and improved the historical approach over
time; however, as Mitchell (2013) detailed, the direct historical approach encourages the
connection between documents and historicity by using the known and historical, which means

interpreting the unknown and prehistoric.
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The relationship this literary analysis work has with the book is historical due to its
unfortunate similarity with the Holocaust events that took place from 1933 to 1945. Heather
Morris portrays these years of torture in the novel, whose events relate to facts that eventually
happened in real life. For instance, the ink injected in the prisoners’ skin is a representation of
their identity within the camp, which was people with no freedom. These stories have a
relationship with the historical approach as they are historical facts that can be investigated to

honor the fallen further and keep memories alive to prevent any similar situation in the future.

4.2 Theories vs Literary Work

The overall purpose of this analysis is to examine the literary work from different
perspectives. This literary analysis will be applied to the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz using
the historical criticism approach. To accomplish the goals of this literary work, it is necessary to
utilize two different instruments mentioned below. The first instrument is a literary analysis chart
to compare the historical facts found in the novel to the real Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945.
The second instrument is a literary analysis chart dedicated to every theme, motif, and symbol
found within the novel. These two charts will accomplish the objective by stating historical facts,
quotes, events, phrases from the book, historians' opinions, and researchers' opinions. The first
literary chart encompasses the objective of comparing historical facts in the novel to the real

Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945.
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Table 5. Historical facts in the novel to the real Holocaust events in years from 1933 to 1945

Historical fact

Quote or situation

Historian’s opinion

Researcher’s opinion

Transportation

method (train)

“Lale rattles across
the countryside,
keeping his head
himself to himself.
The twenty-five-year-
old sees no point in
getting to know the
man beside him, who
occasionally nods off
against his shoulder;
Lale doesn’t push
him away. He is just
one among countless
young men stuffed
into wagons designed
to transport

livestock.”

Morris, (2018, p.3)

United States
Holocaust Memorial
Museum stated that
“Deportees were
packed in sealed
freight cars and
suffered from
overcrowding. They
endured intense heat
during the summer
and freezing
temperatures during
the winter. Aside
from a bucket, there
was no sanitary
facility. Lacking food
and water and proper
ventilation, many

deportees died before

The atmosphere
inside the railcars was
merciless, cruel, and
inhumane, as it is
unimaginable to even
think of the fate these
people endured. In
addition, a road to the
unknown represented
fear, desperation,
depression, distress,
and even defeat to all
of them.
Additionally, as
expressed by Gigliotti
(2009, p.2), "the
conditions in trains
inflicted one of the
most intense bodily

assaults for Jewish
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the trains reached

their destinations.”

victims under the
Nazi regime that
survivors have
commonly described
as a “cattle train”

experience.”

Human experiments

“At the front of the
line, Mengele is
examining one of the
girls, roughly opening
her mouth, grasping
her hips, then her
breasts, as tears fall
silently down her
face. Finishing his
examination, he
waves her off to the
right. Rejected.
Another girl is
pushed into her
vacated place.”

Morris, (2018, p.3)

Rosenberg (2021)
stated, "Mengele took
his turn as the
selector on the ramp,
but unlike most of the
other selectors, he
arrived sober. With a
small flick of his
finger or riding crop,
a person would either
be sent to the left or
the right, to the gas
chamber or hard

labor.

Mengele would get

very excited when he

The destiny of the
prisoners was in
Mengele's hands at
this time. Prisoners
either died or
participated in hard
labor. There was no
other choice. The
feelings of despair,
sadness, and
disappointment
invaded the hearts of
the prisoners as they
were treated as
animals in a
laboratory. Moreover,

one remarkable test
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found twins. The
other SS officers who
helped unload the
transports had been
given special
instructions to find
twins, dwarfs, giants,
or anyone with a
unique hereditary trait
like a club foot or
heterochromia (each
eye a different

color).”

among prisoners, as
stated by Pomeroy
(2021), was “the cut
of the limbs of
prisoners without
anesthesia to see if
those limbs could be
readily transplanted
onto others,
presumably hoping to
provide wounded
Nazi soldiers with
replacement

appendages.”

Sonderkommando

"Lale looks around at
this final stretch of
the road to death at
Birkenau. He sees the
Sonderkommando
standing by, defeated,
ready to do a job no
one on Earth would

volunteer for

According to Hayes
(2022), "The
Sonderkommando
who worked in labor
or concentration
camps had similar
responsibilities as
those who worked in

death camps.

The Sonderkommand
was formed by
people, victims of
unfortunate
circumstances, and
they were obligated
to perform horrible
things because it is

unnatural that people
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removing corpses
from the gas
chambers and putting

them into ovens."

Morris, (2018, p.138)

However,
Sonderkommando, in
the death camps, had
to deal with the
systematic disposal of
corpses much more
frequently than in the
other camps. In the
killing centers,
Sonderkommando
were tasked with the
harshest roles so that
the SS and police
guards were relieved
from the ghastly work
of cleaning up the

bodies."

do this kind of act if
they are not under the
control of oppressors
like the Nazis. In
addition, Grief (2005,
p.2) stated, "The
Sonderkommando
prisoners were
replaced frequently,
and people reached
the camp from
various countries and
different cultural and
social surroundings.
All they had in
common was their

Jewish origin."

Punishment blocks

“The truck comes to a
sudden halt, throwing
Lale against the
officer next to him.
He is placed in a

small room in Block

Declared by the
United States
Holocaust Memorial
Museum, "The Black
Wall, between Block

10 (left) and Block 11

The investigator
believes it is
unbearable to imagine
that prisoners walked
around knowing that

inmates were
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11. The reputation of
Blocks 10 and 11 is
well-known. They are
punishments blocks.
Behind these
secluded torture
houses stands the
Black Wall, the
execution wall. Lale
inspects he will be
taken there after

being tortured.”

Morris, (2018, p.170)

(right) in the
Auschwitz
concentration camp,
where executions of
inmates took place.”
In addition, it states
that “Although
Auschwitz | is
primarily a
concentration camp,
serving a penal
function, it also has a
gas chamber and
crematorium. An
improvised gas
chamber is located in
the basement of the
prison (Block 11).
Later, a gas chamber
is constructed in the

crematorium.”

executed in the block
next to them, killed
by masses, or tortured
to death. Knowing
that such blocks
existed triggers
feelings of
demoralization,
melancholy, and
resignation in the
investigator.
According to Sofsky
(2013, p.218), "the
implementation of
terror punishment
was barbaric in both
means and scope. In
numerous cases, it
was tantamount to a
covered death
penalty. Even the
punishment of

standing at the camp
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gate or out on the
Appellplatz was
linked with the SS

harassment.”

Death marches

"Gita and her friends
are on the march with
thousands of other
women from
Birkenau and
Auschwitz, trudging
along a narrow track
through ankle-deep
snow. As carefully as
they can, Gita and
Dana search the rows,
all too aware that a
bullet deals with any

straggling.”

Morris, (2018, p.213)

Acknowledged by the
United States
Holocaust Memorial
Museum, “As Soviet
troops approach, SS
units begin the final
evacuation of
prisoners from the
Auschwitz camp
complex, marching
them on foot toward
the interior of the
German Reich. These
forced evacuations
come to be called

“death marches.”

In mid-January 1945,

as Soviet forces

The researcher
believes the Nazi
cruelty was fatally
imposed until the last
moment in the
prisoner’s lives when
they could not resist
anymore. Thus, the
researcher finds
himself having a
mixture of feelings
between cruelty in its
biggest expression
and freedom because
it meant the
beginning of the end
for the prisoners.
Adlington (2021,

p.260) stated, "On the
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approached the
Auschwitz
concentration camp
complex, the SS
began evacuating
Auschwitz and its

subcamps.”

march, leather shoes
became sodden.
Wooden shoes were
worse-heavy and
cold. Blisters bulged
and burst; skin
rubbed raw left blood
in the footprints.
Everyone was frosted
with snow and
splashed with slush as
they were forced to
the side of the road
by convoys of
frightened Reich-born
Germans in heavily
loaded cars and
trucks, heading for
the supposed safety

of their Fatherland.”

Gas chambers

“The SS officer opens
the doors wide and

they step into a

As stated by
Thompson (2023),

"The SS erected more

Gas chambers
represent a small

fraction of the evil
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cavernous room.
Bodies, hundreds of
naked bodies, fill the
room. They are piled
up on each other,
their limbs distorted.
Dead eyes stare. Men,
young and old;
children at the
bottom. Blood, vomit,
urine, and feces. The
smell of death
pervades the entire

Space.”

Morris, (2018, p.139)

permanent versions of
these carbon
monoxide chambers
at the Belzec,
Sobibor, Maidanek,
and Treblinka
extermination camps.
There, prisoners were
told to enter large
shower rooms to be
"disinfected.” Once
the victims were
inside, camp guards
would seal the room
and use diesel
engines to pump in
carbon monoxide gas.
Killing approximately
up to 150 people at a

time."

humans are capable
of. The researcher
believes that this act
was unforgivable and
ruthless because it
was built to annihilate
innocent people.
There were several
gas chambers; as
stated by Rees (2005,
p229), "the gas
chambers of
crematoria 2 and 3
were below ground,
so the delivery of
Zyklon B once the
chamber was
crammed with people
and the door secure
was relatively

straightforward.”

1933 to 1945. SOURCE: Researcher’s creation

Table 5 presents the different historical facts found in the novel versus the real Holocaust events from
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4.3 Themes, Motifs, and Symbols

This section’s objective works as a reminder to reinforce the general meaning of Themes,
Motifs, and Symbols. Themes represent the deep meaning of the written work and are the main
ideas an author wants to convey in the story. Themes are extremely important and should be
noticed in a literary work due to the value and meaning they bring through characters, settings,
dialogues, emotions, plots, or a mixture of these elements. In literature, themes are subjects
within the literary work that surround a scenario that provides deep meaning behind it. For
example, A romantic scene can represent love, or a positive character facing difficult situations

might represent optimism.

Motifs are the result of repetitive patterns in a literary work. These motifs are translated
into objects or ideas with symbolic significance or reference within the literary work. The
researcher must aim for repeated objects, ideas, images, sounds, words, or symbols to identify
motifs. These should appear back-to-back within the story. On the other hand, symbols are
literary elements that usually hint at a deeper meaning beyond a physical symbol in a literary

work. A symbol might appear in different forms, such as objects, colors, animals, or flowers.

Moreover, symbols can also represent abstract ideas and cultural or religious aspects,
meaning that they are not literal all the time, as these are used to provide depth of meaning to a
story. Next, this section contains three charts. Each chart will explain its theme, motif, and

symbol found in the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz.
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with the SS to leave you,
saying that he would take care
of you. When they went into

the next block he pushed you

Themes Quotes or citation Researcher’s opinion

Optimism “Having been given no idea This proves that no matter
where they were headed, Lale | what situation people live in
dressed in his usual attire: a or endure, it is always
pressed suit, clean white shirt, | important to have a positive
and tie. Always dress to attitude. The mind plays a
impress. When the men try to | solid role within the body; it
engage him in conversation, controls your body and
he responds with words of pushes it beyond physical
encouragement, trying to turn | capabilities. The investigator
their fear into hope. We stand | believes that Lale’s mind was
in shit but let us not drown in | strong enough to teach him to
it.” endure any life situation
Morris, (2018, p.3) optimistically.

Sacrifice “A young man was pleading | Sacrificing things for others is

proof of caring about and
loving someone. The
investigator believes that Lale

and this young man formed a
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off the cart and started
dragging you back inside. |
went and helped him. How
long ago was this? Seven,
eight days. Since then the
men in your block have
looked after you during the
night. I’ve spent as much time
as | can during the day caring
for you. How do you feel? |
feel OK. I don’t know how to
thank you. Thank the man
who pushed you from the
cart. It was his courage that
held you back from the jaws

of death.”

Morris, (2018, p.28)

strong bond in the beginning,
just like brotherly love that
made this young man feel
secure despite being in the
cruelest place on Earth. This
strong connection allowed
him to deliver himself for
love and affection to save a

person he just met.

Unity

“In the afternoon, when the
job is finished, Lale half
walks, half runs back to
Birkenau. He meets Dana

near the entrance to Block 29

Prisoners inside the
concentration camps created
friendships that fostered unity
during difficult times. The

horrors prisoners experienced




81

and gives her all his rations
from breakfast. "We made a
bed for her out of clothing,"
Dana says as she folds the
food into makeshift shirt
cuffs, "we gave her pieces of
snow for water. We took her
back to the block this
afternoon, but she is still in a
really bad way." Lale
squeezes Dana's hand. "Thank
you. Try to get some food
into her. I will have medicine
tomorrow." He departs, his
mind a whirlpool. I barely
know Gita, yet how can I live

if she does not?”

Morris, (2018, p.82)

together created a stronger
unity as a group. This unity
develops further and becomes
fellowship, essential to
surviving another day.
Physical and mental unity
played a crucial role in
surviving the concentration

camps.

Survival

“Lale’s breath catches in his
throat. He presses his back
against the building as the

officers pass him. He catches

Survival is an instinct of
human beings, and
overcoming the obstacles at

concentration camps was not
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the profile of one of them —a
boy, just a kid. As they
disappear into the darkness,
Lale makes a vow to himself:
I will live to leave this place.
I will walk out a free man. If
there is a hell, | will see these

murderers burn in it.”

Morris, (2018, p.16)

the exception. Survival was
the focus of everyday life
within concentration camps,
and prisoners would do
anything they were forced to

in order to survive.

Love

“In case you didn’t hear me
when we left Birkenau, I love
you. “Will you marry me?”
he says. “Yes, I will.”. Lale
sweeps Gita up into his arms
and kisses her. One of Gita’s
friends comes over and leads
the horse away. Then, Gita’s
arms around Lale’s waist and
her head resting on his
shoulder, they walk away,
merging into the crowded

street, one young couple

Love often involves a deep
emotional connection,
affection, and care for
someone, just like in this case
with Lale and Gita. Love is
the predominant factor that
would bring happiness and
fulfillment to Lale and Gita
during their time in the
concentration camps since
they would do acts of love for
each other whenever they had

the opportunity.
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among many in a war-

ravaged city.”

Morris, (2018, p.250)

Knowledge

“The SS stop in front of them.

Pepan steps forward,
acknowledging the officer
with a bowed head as Lale
watches. “Oberscharfihrer
Houstek, | have enlisted this
prisoner to help.” Pepan
indicates Lale standing
behind him. Houstek turns to
Lale. Pepan continues. “I
believe he will learn fast.”
“What languages do you
speak?” “Slovak, German,
Russian, French, Hungarian,
and a little Polish,” Lale
answers, looking him in the
eye. “Humph.” Houstek
walks away. Lale leans over

and whispers to Pepan, “A

The researcher believes that
Lale reminds the audience of
the importance of studying
and striving to improve. The
knowledge of languages
allowed Lale to stand out
when surrounded by
thousands of prisoners;
knowledge is value, a
currency that could be traded
whenever necessary

throughout the story.
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man of few words, | take it |

got the job?”

Morris, (2018, p.33)

Table 6 shows the themes found in the novel —SOURCE: Researcher's creation.

Table 7. Motifs

Motif

Quotes or citation

Researcher’s opinion

Submission command phrases

such as “Do as you’re told.”

“Where are we?” Lale turns
to see Aron at his side. “The
end of the line, I’d say.”
Aron’s face falls. “Just do as
you’re told, you’ll be fine.”
Lale knows he doesn’t sound
terribly convincing. He gives
Aron a quick smile, which is
returned. Silently, Lale tells
himself to take his own
advice: Do as you’re told.

And always observe.”

Morris, (2018, p.9, p.10)

“Do as you’re told” phrases
demanding absolute
obedience from prisoners.
Their freedom and free will
were snatched. Pain and
horror become unbearable as
they are forced to comply
with the stipulated rules they
were given to in order to
survive. Nazi orders had to be
fulfilled despite their horrific

modus operandum.

Lale’s food rations that he

always saved for his friends

“I know who this is,” One of

the prisoners says. “Who?”

Lale showed bravery and

courage by risking his own
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another asks. “It’s the
Tatowierer. Don’t you
recognize him? He probably
made your number.” “Yeah,
you’re right. I wonder who he
pissed off.” He was always
handing out food.” “I’ve

never heard about that.

Morris, (2018, p.180)

life to keep other prisoners
from starving. His
compassionate heart
expressed a willingness to
save people through the food

he was saving to spare.

The exchange of goods
between Lale, Victor, and

Yuri

“Bag in hand, Lale makes his
way over to the block under
construction. He looks around
for Victor and Yuri. Victor
sees him and nudges Yuri to
follow as they separate from
the other workers. Slowly
they approach Lale, who has
stepped and is pretending to
be looking for something in
his bag. With an outstretched
hand, Yuri greets Lale. “His

mother had a word with him

Risking life for goods was
necessary at these camps,
people needed to do what
they could to survive. A big
part of Lale’s success when
saving food for his friends
was thanks to Victor and
Yuri; these people felt pity
and decided to give Lale extra
food in exchange of anything
Lale could find, either money
or gems collected by women

at the Canada buildings.
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last night,” offers Victor.
“I’m sorry I haven’t been able
to get anything to pay you
with, but I hope | have
something very soon. “Please
don’t bring anything else until
I’ve paid you for what you’ve
given me already.” “It’s OK,
we have plenty to spare,”
Victor says. “No, you're
taking a risk. At the very
least, you should get

something in return.”

Morris, (2018, p.74)

Lale’s bag of tools

“What’s the bag for?”’ snaps
Yuri, smarting at having been
reprimanded in front of Lale.
My tools. My tools for
tattooing the numbers on the
prisoners. I’'m the Tatowierer.
“Busy job” quips Victor.

Some days. | never know

Lale’s bag of tools gave him
an identity, a sense of
authority within the camp;
however, the bag of tools
reminded Lale of an
unpleasant activity he had to
perform on the skin of people

regardless of their age. The
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when transports are coming

or how big they'll be.”

Morris, (2018, p.70)

tools granted Lale a higher

chance of survival.

Roll calls reports to work

“Gunshots outside catapult
Lale into wakefulness. He is
jostled by hus bunkmates as
they look for the threat. With
the memory of her warm
body, Lale rises slowly and is
the last to line up for roll call.
The prisoner beside him
nudges him when he fails to
respond to his number being

called. “What’s wrong?”

Nothing... everything. This
place.” "It's the same as it was
yesterday. And it will be the

same tomorrow.”

Morris, (2018, p.39)

Roll calls were repetitive
activities people had to face
every day, and it became a
way of confirming attendance
to the Nazis. These
monitoring actions reminded
prisoners of their numeral
identity in the camp,
producing feelings of sorrow
and grief knowing since they
knew their hard labor was

about to begin.

Lale’s mattress to hide

currency

“The Romany children stand

around, not running to meet

The mattress granted safety to

Lale’s belongings, it was the
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him but stepping aside as he
walks by. He greets them, but
they don’t respond. He
understands why immediately
when he opens the door to his
room. Displayed on his bed
are the gems and currency
from under his mattress. Two
SS officers are waiting. ”Care
to explain this Tatowierer?
Lale can find no words. One
of the officers snatches his
bag from his hands and
empties his tools and ink
bottles onto the floor. Then
they put the bounty into the
bag. With pistols drawn, they
face Lale squarely and motion

for him to move”

Morris, (2018, p.169)

only place where loot and
valuable objects were safer.
This was a risk Lale needed
to take to keep feeding the
most needed and spoil his
beloved one. In addition, this
currency served as a trading

opportunity.

Table 7 illustrates the Motifs found in the novel. SOURCE: Researcher’s creation
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Symbols Quotes or citation Researcher’s opinion

Flowers “Occasionally they pass fields | Flowers are related to women
ablaze with spring flowers because of their natural
and Lale smiles to himself. beauty, not only that but they
Flowers. He learned from a also have the capacity to
young age, from his mother, | resist adverse conditions just
that women love them. When | like the ones they faced in the
would be the next time he Holocaust. Flowers symbolize
could give a girl flowers?” love and resilience, qualities
Morris, (2018, p.5) that women possess and

demonstrate in the novel.

The Tattoos “The tattooing has taken only | The researcher believes the
seconds, but Lale’s shock tattoos of the prisoners are a
makes time stand still. He painful reminder of the
grasps his arm, staring at the | genocide they witnessed.
number. How can someone Also, they represent the
do this to another human dehumanization, suffering,
being? He wonders if for the | and brutality caused by the
rest of his life, be it short or Nazi regime. The tattoos
long, he will be defined by triggered a brain washer
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this moment, this irregular feeling in the prisoners
number: 32407” because they were reduced to
a number, which meant losing

Morris, (2018, p.11)
their identity.

Lale’s house “Bratislava. Lale steps off the | Lale’s house in the
train into the city where he researcher’s opinion
has lived and been happy, represents a relieve, a fresh
where his life should have start; it means new

been playing out for the last beginnings after all the

three years. He walks down tragedy and suffer lived

the street he grew up on and during the Holocaust. Even
stands across his family though the house is believed
home. The palings of the as a sign of hope and

front fence are gone, leaving | rebuilding, it is also attached
just the twisted posts. The to the war times in the past.
flowers, once his mother’s
pride and joy, have been
strangled by weeds and
overgrown grass. An elderly
woman comes out of the
house opposite and stomps
over him. “What do you think

you’re doing here? Away
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with you!” She screams,
brandishing a wooden spoon.
“I’'m sorry. It’s just... I used

to live here.”

Morris, (2018, p.245)

The American plane

“Lale 1s crossing the
compound to the woman’s
camp when he hears the
sound of an aircraft. He looks
up as a small plane flies low
over the compound and
begins to circle back. So low
that Lale can identify the
symbol of the U.S. Air Force.
A prisoner shouts “It’s the
Americans! The Americans
are here!” Everyone looks up.
A few people start jumping
up and down, waving their
arms in the air. On its third
pass over Birkenau, the plane

gains height and flies off.

The plane represented a small
fraction of happiness and
releasement in the prisoner’s
minds during one moment.
Prisoners were isolated for
years and believed contact
with the exterior world was

impossible.

The aircraft was a sign of
awareness for the prisoners,
meaning that help could

arrive soon.
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Many drop to their knees,
devastated that their cries

have been ignored.”

Morris, (2018, p.160, p.161)

Canada building

“He drops onto his bed and
holds the note to his chest,
picturing prisoner 34902
writing the words he is so
eager to read. Finally, he
opens it. “Dear Lale,” it
begins. Like him, the woman
has written only a few careful
lines. She is also from
Slovakia. She has been in
Auschwitz longer than Lale,
since early April. She works
in one of the warehouses
nicknamed “Canada”, where
prisoners sort through the
belongings confiscated from

fellow victims”

Morris, (2018, p.57)

Canada building was a
warehouse where prisoners
worked with the purpose of
collecting currency from the
deceased bodies of other

prisoners.

These warehouses or
buildings represented survival
for the prisoners because the
currency was used in
exchange of food or other

goods.

Unfortunately, they also have
a meaning of materialism,
avarice and hypocrisy
because the Nazis would also

benefit from the looting.
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Colored triangle insignias

“Well, there are other Russian
soldiers like us, but not many,
and then there are all different
triangles. “Like the green
triangle my kapo wears?”
Lale says. Andor laughs. “Oh,
the greens are the worst-
they’re criminals: killers,
rapists, that kind of man.
They make good guards
because they’re terrible
people. He continues, “Others
are here because of their anti-
German political views. They
wear a red triangle. You’ll see
a few, not many, with a black
triangle’ they are lazy
bastards and they don’t last
long. And finally, there are
you and your friends. We
wear the yellow star. Yes, you
wear the star. Your crime is to

be Jewish.”

The researcher finds it
difficult to imagine how cruel
the Nazis were by classifying
the prisoners depending on
their political or sexual
orientation. Criminals,
foreigners, and Jews were
also part of the derogatory

marking.
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Morris, (2018, p.23,p.24)

Table 8 shows the symbols found in the novel— SOURCE: Researcher’s creation

Chapter V

Conclusions and Recommendations

5.1 Purpose of the Conclusion

The purpose of the final chapter is to reveal the outcomes of the objectives presented in
this literary work. This conclusive chapter is where the researcher draws conclusions about the
main and specific objectives. Regarding this analysis, the researcher will elaborate on the
research question “what are the historical facts found in the novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz
compared to the real Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945?” Finally, a couple of
recommendations will be provided for any aspiring investigator who wishes to perform an

analysis of the novel following a similar topic, novel, or structure in the investigation.

5.2 Conclusions

This section contains the final conclusions obtained throughout the realization of the work.
Therefore, to complete this section is necessary to perform an analysis of the objectives from the
initial chapter. The researcher used three specific objectives to study the novel and achieve
conclusions. The first specific objective was to compare the historical facts that were found in the
novel to the real Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945; the second specific objective was to
investigate the historical events that occurred in the Holocaust from 1933 to 1945, and the last
one was to evaluate the final outcomes that were found in the novel with their corresponding

historical references in a comparative chart.
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5.2.1 To compare the historical facts that were found in the novel to the real

Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945

A chart was used to compare the historical facts that were found in novel to the real
Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945. To conduct a proper analysis, the researcher created a chart
with four columns to analyze six historical facts that were found. This was accomplished by
reading the novel several times to identify such historical facts in order to visualize the
relationship they had with the real-life events. The first fact that was analyzed was the
transportation method the Nazis used to ease the movement of the people towards the
concentration camps. The researcher chose this element as a historical fact not only because it
truly happened in real life, but also because it holds a deep meaning and a significant value
within the novel, since this marks the beginning of Lale’s journey towards finding his power to

help others and finding love when he met Gita.

The second fact that was analyzed during the investigation was the human experimentation
performed in the concentration camps. The novel reveals doctor Mengele and other perpetrators
performing experiments on individuals that were at the mercy of these people, to avoid using
German soldiers to conduct such investigations. These experiments were considered historical as
they occurred in real life, and the majority of the people, especially Jews, suffered the
consequences of their cruelty. In addition, it is proved that Germans were trying to advance in
every single field, including the medical one, which is why this was considered of significance.
Another historical fact taken into consideration was the operation of the Sonderkommando,
which was a group of slaves that were placed into forced labor. It is considered historical because
the novel mentions them as the group of people that took care of cleaning the gas chambers and

they were also in charge of collecting the belongings of the death bodies to later on deliver them
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to the Canada buildings. History also proves that this particular group had no other choice but to

collaborate in the barbarities the Germans actioned.

The punishment blocks were the fourth fact under investigation. The novel mentions them
as the places where prisoners were tortured and mostly killed. Prisoners used to spend countless
hours enduring torture at these blocks; some of them were completely isolated and suffered from
starvation or were killed. The fact that the novel pictures this issue as a representation of what
happened in real life tells a lot about how low and tragic this event was for humanity. The
researcher identified this fact by reading the novel and performing research which concluded in
the existence of such blocks; the amount of people killed in these areas is considered a historical

fact and should never be forgotten.

The next historical fact that was analyzed as a specific objective of this investigation is
the death marches through the snow, it received this name because many prisoners died from the
cold and starvation while forcibly walking kilometers headed to other concentrations camps in
Europe. As it was read in the novel and researched through different sources, these marches were
primarily ordered by the Nazis to escape from the advancing Russian army that was defeating
Nazi’s forces at that time. This historical fact represented freedom for the prisoners and all the
final chaos manifested the beginning of the end.

The final historical fact that is reflected in the specific objectives of this investigation is
the gas chambers. The gas chambers were a horrific tool created and perfectioned by the
Germans to ease the killing of larger amounts of people at the same time; it was also created with
the objective of protecting the Nazi perpetrators in the psychological area, so they would remain
mentally stable, as the Kkilling of so many people deeply affected them. The researcher analyzed

through repetitive reading of the novel that the gas chambers were the Nazi’s favorite killing
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method and the fact that millions of people were assassinated in such chambers is considered a
historical factor.
5.2.2 To investigate the historical events that occurred in the Holocaust from 1933 to

1945

Although there are plenty of historical events that are covered in this book, the researcher
chose the following that were considered as the most relevant ones seen in the book, which also
occurred in real life. The researcher accomplished the goal of reading the novel several times to
search for historical events regarding Lale’s survival in the Holocaust that were conveyed by
Heather Morris. The Holocaust itself is considered one of the most tragical historical events that
affected humanity. It took place to deteriorate the morality of the human beings that were
apprehended and became an unforgettable event that placed in evidence the evil that people are
able to do in order to have entire control of places, lands, or people.

Another historical event that actually occurred in real life was the demoralization of the
Jewish society. This process was a result of the extreme and inhumane conditions they were
subjected to by the Nazis and it started with the legal discrimination that was the result of
antisemitic laws and it was considered a historical event due to the persecution and harassment
that Jews in particularly suffered from. Also, Jews had to endure various forms of public
identification and exclusion which included events such as antisemitic propaganda to spread hate
against them. Nazis, specially Hitler, had the idea that Jews were the main reason for their
downfall as a nation. This Jewish exclusion is considered a historical event because they were
forced to use markings in their clothing, such as a star badge that distinguished them as Jews.

Furthermore, another historical event that is taken into consideration was the defeat of the

Nazis in the World War 1l and this event was significant because it meant the end of the Nazi
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Germany and the conclusion of the war in Europe. The defeat of the Nazis was an important
historical event because it brought the end to a devastating conflict that cost millions of lives and
caused unimaginable suffering. It was also considered important because the only benefit that
came out of it was the foundation of the United Nations, which has the goal to prevent future
global conflicts. The defeat of the Nazis was a crucial chapter in world history as it showed the

importance of collective international efforts to overcome tyranny, oppression, and violence.

5.2.3 To evaluate the final outcomes that were found in the novel with their

corresponding historical references in a comparative chart

The evaluation of the final outcomes that resulted from comparing the novel and the
Holocaust reality was settled in a comparative chart in the previous chapter. The outcomes are
meant to demonstrate the historical facts exposed by Heather Morris in the novel that certainly
happened in real life. Although not every single detail expressed in the novel can be accurate or
validated historically, most of the tragic events were studied by different historians that
confirmed such atrocities under the dictatorship of Nazis. Firstly, through a series of
investigations, the researcher confirmed the existence of terrifying places such as the gas
chambers, as these were created with the purpose of eliminating hundreds of people at the same
time; it was also proved and analyzed by the researcher that such tragical environments were
truly endured by the prisoners at that time. The novel describes these gas chambers as cavernous
places where only death resides, which makes the researcher understand the suffering that

prisoners went through in real life.

Secondly, another outcome confirmed through multiple readings of the novel and research

was the human experimentation that the prisoners underwent. In the novel, the author refers to a
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young prisoner named Leon who accompanied Lale through the tattooing experience; Leon then
was taken by doctor Herr Mengele for experimentation and the novel narrates that Leon suffered
mutilation on his private parts as part of an experiment. This passage along with the research
performed by the investigator revealed that the weakest prisoners were the main target for human
experimentation, which often resulted in death. Thirdly, the researcher achieved the outcomes of
the investigation by confirming the presence and existence of the Sonderkommando group in the
novel and in real life. The Sonderkommando were portrayed in the novel as a group of slaves,
generally Jews, that collaborated in the atrocities committed by the Germans; such horrific acts
were to participate in the dispatch of dead bodies from the gas chambers and place the corpses
into the ovens. The novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz informs the reader that the
Sonderkommando were chosen by the Nazis and they were forced to join them, otherwise they
would have been murdered more quickly. This makes the researcher comprehend that such
tragical events were confirmed during the years from 1933 to 1945, as the novel expressed the

reality the prisoners suffered and multiple historians confirmed.

5.3 Restatement of the Research Question

The investigation question was answered successfully as it was possible to analyze the
desired aspects and conduct a comparison between the Holocaust events in the novel The
Tattooist of Auschwitz versus the events that took place in real life during the Holocaust;
therefore, it is safe to say that the research question “what are the historical facts found in the
novel The Tattooist of Auschwitz compared to the real Holocaust events from 1933 to 1945?” was

properly answered.
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5.4 Recommendations

The researcher of this study offers genuine recommendations for those who desire to
embark into a similar novel, reading, or approach. The researcher encourages the audience to take
the following into consideration: First, start by selecting a book that truly captures your attention
and feel passionate about because you will have to read it multiple times to understand the
concept behind it; this passion and interest for a book is important because ideas will flow more
easily when challenges or unanswered questions arise, this will guarantee that the researcher

achieves completion in spite of the odds.

Additionally, time is a priority, so be prepared to read the book repeatedly over the course
of investigation. The amount of work, reading, writing, and research conducted in such
investigations is significantly high, so learn to manage time wisely and be self-aware of your
capabilities for success. Furthermore, be mindful of your choices and question yourself when
working on your research and consider the points of view of other people to sharpen your

investigation.

Moreover, it is recommended to set specific times for each task and do your best to
complete them within the established timeframe; this will save you time and will be reassuring as
you will know that each section of the written work was completed in a timely manner.
Furthermore, there are multiple approaches that apply to this book and this analysis; a social
approach applies to analyze the interactions of the Nazis and the Jews and/or a psychological
approach, which applies not only due to the traumatizing events that the Jews endured, but also

the complexity of the depravities the Nazis conducted.
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